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The library of the Assyrian King Ashurbanipal
(668-627 B.C) in Nineveh 'Archiving, indexing and
copying System'

Prof. Aid Mari Walid Alhelal (Student)

Abstract

Libraries are one of the most prominent features of
Civilization in the history of Mesopotamia and the ancient Near-
East in general. Since man knew writing, the first features of
libraries began to form through the preservation of writing tablets
in the form of archives in temples and Palaces. Thus the
preservation and cataloging systems in those libraries began to
develop to the point that they became similar-in many of their main
lines-to the systems of preservations and cataloging in the modern-
day libraries. That was in parallel with the development in the field
of transcription and translation. The library of the Assyrian king
Ashurbanipal (668-627 B.C) in Nineveh, located in his northern
palace, is the best example of the development of these systems.
Through it the cultural heritage of Mesopotamia. which reached us-
through the contents of this library, which numbered about twenty-
five thousand of clay tablets and a fragment, at least- was
preserved. It included the different branches of science and
knowledge at the time, as well as, what was related to the political,
administrative and military life of the Assyrian Empire in that time.

Keywords: Library, Nineveh, Ashurbanipal, preservation,
cataloging, transcription, appendixes.
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? "Parpola. Siom, ((Assyrian library records)), Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. 42,

nol, 1983, pp.1-2.

3 Driver.G.R, Semitic writing — from pictograph to alphabet, Oxford University Press,

London, 1948, p75.

4 _Welhisch. Hans. H, ((Ebla: the World’s oldest library)), the Journal of library history

(1974-1987), Vol.16, No.3, University of Texas Press, Texas, 1981. P. 491.
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D- Parpola. Simo, The Correspondence of Assurbanipal, part 1: Letters from Assyria

Babylonia, and vassal states, (state Archives of Assyria. 21), Winona Lake, IN, 2018,

SAA21 013 (CT22, pi.01, 001 a), Lines: 1-r13).

ise Aan i 28] Sy el (oS dhiadaal) Ghalals Al ol Gy QU i gpala (2
20902 2012 @l cdaa il agdll 385l cJllal)

»-Robson, E. op.cit, p. 43.
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Al Lay gl o 1lg cab s dllal) ) ol Cigan ¢ysadliall Luwy so LS
Ay ey Lalil) Adjall sl S Igiiad)” (AdLdl L) Allisy (pe il Liag)
ilalga (Ldag) ¢ dndil dlall gl Layy il glas] ) Laglenly sl
Y o) palais o ¢ Asyya A pgaladinly (GlY) (e lgealaly ige il
Ju (e A LIS La JLasY Jlgs Jd dand) (g crondlly i g ¢Sl
cgpasall ol Gaguaiig Yla cuaiadug Y o S Cig . dllal) Ut
(2 25 pe A (dia aaly Yy (Liad) dag ¥ cAuaguady L) clugl @31 3 pall
1 gl oon Jils At sihalga ) elialS Juusi of g .. E-Sangil Sl
B3 . (Ll aan ) dewsly Al e gl (Ao (AL ) Rl
O uindisn o) 38l —(Stdisn — 5l 0o ¢ geasllgl — s ot sk
28 e panall Helae selall Linys Ane QUS Aglae Al o2a el
e GBS o Gl (e g5 s epal) Jaiinn OF S 4l ) (AL alY)
P35l LSLl) el cya bl A glaey gl il Qs Ane S Lipasy
O ALl Gas e yedans - lys Ane GUS aej aa o duaa Bl julss
2l e ledny bae s Lails 1Y) e Abal) el sy ol L0 e ES
21 e e e pall ooty a8 Ling dndidl) ALUSH & 1ol ) 5)L8) 13 A5 A4S

- Parpola. S, ((Assyrian Library records)), p. 4-6.
2)-Frame. G,and George. A. R, op.cit, pp.281-282.
)" Ibid, pp.265-269, (BM 45642) Lines: 1-23.
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QS s ez 1) ass Aaguas (90 sias coiia aleY) ally Aa il aaslad
O S 5 e el s cans JeST e RIS 30y () o s

)l () e Jlasly sl Y GESH aal e (il Al B esal) Dis
A pe sl Aallly Ay gl 1511 any

((Wlewris Yo (Ao Jarian dppagaad) dallly Aigaal) 21810 (3laiy Lasd))

8 hges Ll S A 1) o aih L Joly DAT cal< Al
tAL oY) daal) el o ae eyl
(A ) oo Ay A OIS o san el dles 3 Lkl 71 o))

Leia sal Bae () (55i o Ungina aag Lae lajey S AELA i)l i
O O ol Jlanly 58T U8 (e Lealanin #1500 4880 5y pan Slilee 2
e Lty A5 aV15 AL asmaail) s e o 0 aitlag 4l

)" Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 123.

22 G Bl paall i (2
3)Frame. G and George. E. R, op.cit. p.275.
) Driver. G. R, op. cit, pp. 76-77.

3)- Frame. G, and George. E. R. op.cit, p. 278.
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Caaliig <y Wl @i Yl Y dipa asms ALl Sl 568 die ¢yl ey
Lol DU e LSl Jualy sl sl Loaay 00 215091 s dlee Lgas
W da s cian dalal) S e Lo Gl el clie S caanzas

olal Jsa Apnd 35S0 Aulhiay il Al e Bl ¢ e Jlie (b lld opall Ty
s nns U8 o S Jee

Llsa Lgrdagg Acpanall Jusi ... Ninurta —gimilli by — Lijgis "
sip ... " il cullidi ' (gtasi 28 Kunaya WUsSy Kudurra s ...
Gl Jagl) ' e @ sdery cpll GUSH e LgBiiad a8 Sdal)
A e 1) 2B ASDEY eYA

13 S adf ga ) aela — Ui dadd bl WS35 3 L) e
el 55t 3 1SS ool eYan of sy oot oSla o o iy e
) i ASaS gy lanaly agusd dumit (lanal s Ablall gl (ila,
sl (e o Ll gd "Gagyall Japll g 5" il (el " g el e 2y5 L Wl
o Do 8 Jlanly 55l U8 (e Dyilag (e s e Jelasis o oally .4 3305
Gl Gy Jlasly )l QIS 288 A 03¢ 2 38t sae o s Sz 1) e

- Driver. G. R, op.cit, p 67.

)~ Fales. F.M and Postgate. J. N, Imperial administrative Records, part II: Provincial and
Military Administration, (State Archives of Assyria 11), Helsinki, 1995, SAA 11 156
(ABL 0447), lines: 1-r. 18.

*)" Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 118.

)= Ibid, p 279.
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e 2pall Al e Jay agilasl (b (g5 ellall £35S 5 ey 15ilS 5 ¢gy5-2Y)
(555 yeaill 8 aglee e Slmb gyl Gllall ) agli (e Alusyal) Sl
O Ol 55a1 dge 8 5 138 iy

b ey Jlasly T e Dlua Tl Aalie geasl) galine (B (lail S5 Ly
tled Js& Ninurta — ahi — iddin o) — AT = Uysiw eay cuilS (e Al
1Y) Lad (o) oyguiany Lgie siol o9 (ot Al guany 1Y) 31 Jea..L))
Leia Lgeiil g (AL cdia J g pis Y 1Y) Lagd ) collal) (a Gluniiad (DS
o sy (e Al Gayin o dsh A clilmy) S ) Cle ginsa Lelal)
L (e ALY B gl Blial) 5 duan] gt g ]

102-101 azall (s pally Taglasdl Aid) i ) cibaalyd o (il Allall 3 LSal)) cae o pepe
.38 4= 2008

2)-Frame .G and George .A.R, op.cit, p 282.

)" Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 115.

- Parpola. Simo, Letters from Assyrian and Babylonian Scholars, (State Archives of

Assyria 10), Helsinki, 1993, SAA 10 373 (ABL 0334), lines: r. 4-r.11.
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o8 LS 38 S Jlily sl anly il ) 1Y) e DA e L ol il
O LSl Y S s B 5 A dme B el 4 (e 5881 el

iy s pan il Ao QUSH 5Ll Jae ity o1 o dlgl) 8
o laadley ciliety cilag pi Tglaald @lld Glas Jysana 21 e (ol
o o Lgte gl Alee o L8 Cilysra &Ll Cagaly 3 LA il #1580
Liag cdaaly e ol dusalae LS (mnyy da (555 Ledssd alyal) (a sal
et A LS ol G sadaall ) (358 LS S hla) aay ) il Ly
A 5 g () ond (ala g (§14) T (eS) RS s oS Lt )
Lot Jsa Glayag ellae) Ul Led allaial 3 degad) 55a¥) g . il
Sl A Aygd allas e oyl 8 550K Faal 13g] WS Casiall Jeall

el Cra Wyt & Ll e Loy Lexnualsas Wyabiany 4a gusiall £ 150) dagds e

Y- Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 120-122.

2) - Hunger. Von Hermann, Babylonische und Assyrische Kolophone, Neukirchener
Verlag des Erziehungsvereins Neukirchen-Vluyn, 1968, p. 97-98, No.319 Asb. Typ c-e,
1-12..

3 )"Robson, E, op.cit, p. 43-44.
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- Farham. Eckart, ((Royal hermeneutics: observations on the commentaries from Ashur
-banipal’s libraries at Nineveh)), Iraq, vol. 66, 2004, p.47.
)~ Hunger. H, op.cit, p. 97, No.318 Asb. Typ b, 1-10.
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- Frahm. E, op.cit, pp. 46-50.
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QU e Sla Taae g Slysha Tgs Taga cialls 38 daa il il o 2S5all (e
Gl Al m gucail] dam i Allise 8 508 Cilygia agigals 4l Gl Y ) L Wall
8 Lpenna sl alasind ) L 100 O Jle Gl e H3SY sl a8 il
GlalSy yay (e dngd el Lo cld 8 agine Lual dggaty dysal ey dsll
i) Lgipay oyl jie V1 ) ialals deale lilias 13a ey Ama
) Al dnl Qe ail)

! Frame .G and George AR, op.cit, pp.279-280.

58 e el g pall (il 38 -
- Chiera. E, op.cit, p. 174.
2)- Luckenbill. D. D, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, vol.2, The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1929, pp378-379, 986 (col. I).
3)" Chiera. E, op.cit, p. 174.
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