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o0 ABSTRACT O

The non-subordination of the high seas to the sovereignty of a state entails that no
state may take over the police and judiciary practices regardless other states, and the
countries are equal in this field, where each of them is responsible for these works for ships
flying their flag without including vessels belonging to other countries. Sovereignty and
the right of mutual respect between States are expressed by the principle of the exclusive
jurisdiction of the flag State on the high seas. This principle is applied without exception to
warships and government vessels that perform public power but for legal and factual
reasons in the present state of international law, In particular cases, which allow warships
and public vessels belonging to a State to arrest private vessels of another State and to
subject them to police or judicial procedures in certain cases and in view of the sensitivity
of the subject and the consequences of the arbitrariness of such sensitive authorities on the
high seas. The international rules governing this subject so as to ensure effective and
balanced implementation in the interests of the international community in these vast areas
of the sea .

key words :Convention: 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea .

--Public ships: warships and government vessels carrying out the work of the public
authority .

-Private ships: private commercial vessels and vessels used by the State for
commercial purposes .

"Associate Professor - Faculty Of Law- Tishreen University —Lattakia — Syria.
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