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chaos, and interferes with
the political and diplomatic
solutions.

This principle is
becoming a potent
instrument of international
law, but it 1is poorly
understood by most public
officials and citizens

This paper, aims to
provide an explanation of
the principle, its legal basis,
its conditions, and the
crimes covered by it.
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Abstract

Under
jurisdictional rules, only
states with a  direct
connection to a crime can

traditional

prosecute it, while,

universal jurisdiction is
criminal jurisdiction based
solely on the nature of the
crime, regardless of where
the crime was committed
and the nationality of the

victims or the accused.

Defenders of Universal
jurisdiction claim that it is
the essential tool of the
international community in
its endeavour to bring the
accused of war crimes and
crimes against humanity to
justice .

Critics say that

Universal jurisdiction
abuses to international
relations, raises judicial
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Political Branches and the Transnational Prosecution of International

Crimes,The American Journal of International Law,Vol. 105, No. 1
(January 2011), pp. 1-49
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United Nations  « www.un.org/law/avl « x35li s g0 1487 jass/Js¥)

Audiovisual Library of International Law
™ General Assembly resolution 177 (IT) of 21 November 1947

™ the International Law Commission, Draft Code of Offences against the

Peace and Security of Mankind, 1954, Yearbook of the International Law
Commission, 1954, vol. II, A/CN.4/SER.A/1954/Add.1
the International Law Commission, Draft Code of Offences against the

I

Peace and Security of Mankind, 1996, Yearbook of the International Law
Commission, 1996, vol. II, A/CN.4/SER.A/1996/Add.I (Part 2)

A/RES/3314 (XXIX) saill podl) olall ymandl 515
the Review Conference of Rome Statute (held in Kampala, Uganda

between 31 May and 11 June 2010), Resolution RC/Res.6, Article 8 bis,
Crime of aggression

((1. For the purpose of this Statute, “crime of aggression” means the
planning,

preparation, initiation or execution, by a person in a position effectively
to exercise control over or to direct the political or military action of a
State, of an act of aggression which, by

its character, gravity and scale, constitutes a manifest violation of the
Charter of the United Nations.
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2. For the purpose of paragraph 1, “act of aggression” means the use of
armed force by

a State against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political
independence of another

State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Charter of the United
Nations...))
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