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Cultural Diplomacy :Its Concept and Applications

Prof. Dr. Nawar Muhammad Rabee Al-Khayri
Al-Mustansiriya University - College of Political Sciences
221976nr @gmail.com

Abstract:

Diplomacy is the interface of the state’s external dealings, and culture is the
interface of the state’s civilization, and science. Given the importance of culture
in the lives of states and their foreign relations and the possibility of its influence
in showing the state’s cultural, civilizational, and scientific image, it was
employed in the service of the state’s relations. Cultural diplomacy expressed
the exchange of ideas, cultures, and opinions between countries through cultural,
scientific and educational institutions that contribute to influencing other
countries and peoples in order to demonstrate the state’s power and political role
in order to achieve its national goals and interests.

Cultural diplomacy has proven to be the smoothest and most flexible means of
soft power in dealing between peoples and countries in the ability to reach the
goals desired and influence the other party, and even achieve the goals of its
foreign policy and strengthen its international relations. The presence and role of
Iraqi cultural diplomacy in defining and spreading culture, civilization and
values becomes clear in defining and spreading culture, civilization and values.
through Arab and International participation in cultural and scientific activities
in Iraq or in other countries, it was one of the important and influential means of
achieving the goals of Iraqi foreign policy, demonstrating and proving Iraq’s
status, and strengthening its Arab and International Relations.

Cultural diplomacy in major and developed countries was not limited to
displaying and disseminating culture and scientific and cultural exchange in
those countries, rather it expressed the pursuit of inclusive political goals
through which it aimed to transfer and disseminate their cultural and scientific
models through programs and applications as soft power to other societies and
peoples to influence and penetrate them , and seeking to dominate it through
cultural diplomacy and then achieve its foreign policy goals in a diplomatic
manner.

Key words: Cultural diplomacy, cultural and scientific programs and
institutions, cultural exchange, foreign policy goals.
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