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International Responsibility for the Violation of the
Obligation to Prevent Quter Space Pollution
""A Study Within the International Environmental Law"
Amna Hassan Al-Dhuhoori®
Wael Ahmed Allam®

Abstract:

On October 4, 1957, the Soviet Union sent the Sputnik spacecraft into
the space. Since then, states have competed to explore and exploit the space.
At the beginning, this competition was about the benefits of space activity,
without paying attention to the effect of this activity on the space environment.
Today, space have tremendously increased, hence the emergence of the
problem of space pollution. However, no international convention included
detailed rules addressing this problem and the international responsibility
arising from it. This study, therefore, aimed at emphasizing the existence
of an international obligation to prevent pollution of the outer space
environment. Such an obligation would impose international liability on
world countries for violating this obligation. The study concluded that states
must ensure that their space activities are consistent with their obligations
according to international law, and that they are under the obligation to
prevent space pollution. In case of violation of this law, the state will be the
subject of international responsibility. The study recommended amending
the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space
Objects (1972) to accommodate contemporary problems; particularly the
international responsibility for polluting the space environment.

Keywords: Space pollution, International environmental law,
International space law, International responsibility, Sustainable
development.
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