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Legal Liability Arising from Maritime Navigation: The
“Ever Given” Ship Accident in the Suez Canal as a
Case Study
Aisha Khalfan Alqaydi®
Mohamed Morsi Abdou®

Abstract:

This study addressed the controversy surrounding the legal liability
arising from the running-aground incident of the container ship “Ever
Given” during its navigation in the Suez Canal in 2021, particularly
concerning the person who is legally responsible for its occurrence and is
obliged to compensate for the ensuing damages. Through the examination
of this issue, several key findings were reached, including: the running-
aground of the “Ever Given” in the Suez Canal was caused by a joint
error between the pilot and the captain, bearing in mind that the captain’s
error, according to the legal obligations imposed on him, encompasses the
pilot’s error. Additionally, the ship's operator must bear the consequences
of the damages resulting from the incident, whether the error is attributed
to the pilot or the captain. Moreover, we recommended that the Egyptian
legislator amend the provisions regarding the liability of the maritime pilots
for damages arising from serious errors, with the Suez Canal Authority
(SCA) assuming responsibility for such damages. The SCA can mitigate
the negative financial effects of this through liability insurance for serious
mistakes committed by maritime pilots.

Keywords: The ship Evergiven, Maritime Pilotage, Run aground, Suez
Canal, Legal responsibility.
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