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0 ABSTRACT O

This research aims to assess the competitiveness of the tourism sector in Arab countries
and identify the factors influencing this competitiveness. The Travel and Tourism
Development Index (TTDI) was used as the primary tool to analyse the performance of
Arab countries in this field. The research findings revealed significant variation in the level
of competitiveness among Arab countries, with some nations, such as the Gulf states,
achieving outstanding performance supported by substantial investments in tourism
infrastructure and product diversification. On the other hand, other countries faced
significant challenges, including political and economic instability and a lack of accurate
data. This study seeks to provide an explanation of tourism sector competitiveness in Arab
countries and to identify the main factors affecting this competition. It also offers
recommendations to enhance tourism competitiveness in the region, such as diversifying
tourism products, investing in technology, promoting environmental sustainability, and
encouraging regional cooperation.

Keywords: Tourism competitiveness, Inbound tourism, Travel and tourism development
index, Arab countries
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> World Economic Forum (2021): Travel & Tourism Development Index 2021, Rebuilding for a Sustainable
and Resilient Future, World Economic Forum Publications. P41

'® | amiaa Hefny (2023): op. cit. PP 52-53
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' See also:
- Lasisi, T.T., Odei, S.A. and Eluwole, K.K. (2023): Smart Destination Competitiveness: Underscoring its
Impact on Economic Growth, Journal of Tourism Futures, Vol. ahead-of-print No. ahead-of-print.
https://doi.org/10.1108/JTF-09-2022-0243 Retrieved on 10 October 2024
- Lamiaa Hefny (2023): op. cit.
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* World Travel and Tourism Council (2024): Qatar Travel & Tourism Economic Impact Factsheet,

Auvailable on https://researchhub.wttc.org/factsheets/qatar , Retrieved on 15 October 2024

* World Travel and Tourism Council (2024): Bahrain Travel & Tourism Economic Impact Factsheet,

Available on https://researchhub.wttc.org/factsheets/bahrain , Retrieved on 15 October 2024
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