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" Legal protection for the security of witnesses in

international crimes
The International Criminal Court as a model"'

Ali Ahmed Abdullah', Nour eddine Khazem®

! PhD student, Department of International Law, Faculty of Law, University
of Damascus.

* Professor, Department of International Law, Faculty of Law, University of
Damascus.

Abstract:

The issue of witness protection in international criminal cases is one of the
relatively new topics, in the way that talk about it is related to the
development of the concept of international crime, and since the testimony
of the perpetrators of these serious crimes has an important role in
confronting and curtailing them through the assistance of criminal justice
agencies in proving and convicting the perpetrators, and given the Because
of the seriousness of the perpetrators of these crimes, and the intimidation
and threats that witnesses may be subjected to, which may amount to
revenge, murder and abuse of the witness in order to discourage him from
giving his testimony in all honesty and integrity, it has become necessary to
work to provide the necessary legal protection for these persons, to urge
them and encourage them to cooperate with the justice agencies. criminal
offenses in a way that contributes to curbing the spread of these crimes.
From this point of view, the issue of international criminal protection for
witnesses has received great attention at all levels and levels, and many
international and regional conventions have been concluded, which have
taken the protection of witnesses and their families as the first of its contents.
The permanent, temporary and internationalized international criminal courts
have also adopted a mixture of substantive and procedural guarantees. In
order to optimize the protection of witnesses in the serious crimes brought
before it.

Key Words: Witnesses, crimes, international, witness protection unit,
procedural measures.
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