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History of Higher Education Development in the
United Arab Emirates

Fatima Ibrahim Darwish®
Hussein Al - Othman®

Abstract:

The study aims to monitor and trace the historical development of
the progress of higher education prior to the establishment of the United
Arab Emirates in 1971 and after, through the policies adopted by the local
governments during that time. To achieve this goal, the study employed the
historical approach, whichinvolvesthe collection and analysis of information
and documents pertaining to the period under study. It particularly seeks to
monitor and trace the development of higher education in the United Arab
Emirates during the pre - and post - establishment period (1971), to identify
the features of development, sustainable change, and modernization. The
study used primary and secondary sources, by referring to references,
sources, official documents, and reports, and by collecting legislation and
laws. It also drew on information from previous studies published in peer
- reviewed academic journals. The results showed that the development of
higher education began to take shape before the establishment of the UAE,
when the primary approach was to send high school graduates abroad to
pursue their university education in Arab and foreign institutions. This was
a foundational step toward building the state and achieving comprehensive
and sustainable development, clearly reflecting the growth of awareness in

the UAE during that period.

Keywords: Higher Education, history of higher education, United Arab
Emirates.
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