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The Impact of Human and Natural Factors on the
Growth and Spatial Distribution of Cities in the
Southern Region of Jordan

Hussein Ahmed al - Jaafari®
Abstract:

The study aimed to examine the impact of both human and natural
factors on the growth and spatial distribution of cities in the southern
region of Jordan. It used the descriptive method, through description and
diagnosis, to highlight the development of city sizes and the characteristics
of their locations. The study also adopted a comparative - analytical
approach to explain the variation in the sizes and locations of these cities.
The findings revealed that human and natural factors have varying effects
on the urban network in the southern region. The most significant of these
factors include demographic changes, the evolution of urban functions, the
multiplier effect of city size, temperature, rainfall, and soil quality. The
study reached several recommendations, including: grouping small cities¢
merging them with some medium and large cities based on the distances
between them, increasing the number and scale of development projects in
the centers of governorates and surrounding cities, building new cities as
growth points to stimulate balanced urban development as well as optimal
investment in the underutilized resources of the southern region.

keywords: Human factors, Natural factors, Growth of cities, Spatial
distribution of cities.
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