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Problems Facing Research Supervisors at Private
Universities in Jeddah, and Proposed Solutions from
their Perspective

Randa Ahmed Hariri®
Abstract:

The study aimed to examine the problems that research supervisors
face at private universities in the city of Jeddah, and to explore possible
solutions from their perspective. It also sought to examine whether there
were statistically significant differences in the responses of the study sample
based on academic qualifications and years of experience in scientific
supervision. The study employed a descriptive - analytical method and
applied a questionnaire to a random sample consisting of 136 research
supervisors. The results revealed that the most prominent challenges faced
by research supervisors included the inadequacy of incentives provided for
their efforts, the excessive number of theses or research projects they are
required to supervise, and the weak research skills of the students. Based
on these findings, the study recommended that academic supervision
be officially counted within the supervisors’ workload, that modern
communication technologies be used to enhance interaction between
supervisors and students, and that a supervision manual be prepared to
educate researchers on the goals and expectations of research supervision.

Keywords: Problem solving, research supervisors, private universities.
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