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Early Economic Recovery:
A Methodological Approach
for Reconstruction and Development in Syria

Mohammad M. Bashir Al-Laham’
Supervised by Prof. Ahmad Kamel Saleh

Abstract

This research reviews the various opinions that addressed the early
economic recovery and discusses the terminological & processing
overlap with other concepts such as reconstruction and state building. It
then proceeds to study the post-conflict economic recovery approaches,
that remained controversial given the relative newness of the concept
and the lack of consensus regarding the use of those approaches, which
are developed jointly between local and international stakeholders to
ensure consistency with the country situation.

Moreover, the research discusses the different views about
sequencing and prioritization, which is considered the most problematic
issue when designing a reconstruction strategy, according to the
congestion of simultaneous needs in light of limited funding, capacity
and time. The research also indicates that there is no agreement
between the competing approaches on what the priorities and
sequencing, but there is consensus that obtaining the correct sequence is
central to the success of economic recovery and peace sustainability.

* Master Student at Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics, Damascus
University.
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While achieving this remains subject to the interactions and
interventions of external stakeholders.

Finally, the research presents a set of recommendations summarized
by a proposed methodological approach to managing the early economic
recovery and reconstruction in Syria, accompanied by strategic,
institutional and financial frameworks to control the phase and to
ensure efficiency, effectiveness and transparency. With reference to the
most prominent challenges represented by the insufficient financial
resources and achieve a narrow economic recovery, in which elites and
warlords enhance their wealth without regard for the broad segment of
poor.

Keywords: Economic Recovery, Early Recovery, Reconstruction,
Economic Policy, Economic & Institution Reform, Political Economy,
Strategic Planning
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" UNOCHA. (2019). Humanitarian Needs Overview: Syrian Arab Republic. UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
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2 BCPR. (2008). Post-Conflict Economic Recovery: Enabling Local Ingenuity. New York:
Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR)& United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)

3 UNDG. (2004). InterAgency Framework for Conflict Analysis in Transition Situations. New
York: United Nations Development Group.

4 CIC. (2008). Recovering from War: Gaps in Early Action. New York: Center on
International Cooperation.

3 Specker, L., & De Vries, H. (2009). Early economic recovery in fragile states: Priority areas
and operational challenges. The Hague: Clingendael Institute.
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 UNDP. (2001). Afghanistan crisis: UNDP strategy. New York: United Nations
Development Programme

753 G pae

8 J Ohiorhenuan, & Kumar. (2005). Sustaining post-conflict economic recovery: Lessons and
challenges. BCPR Occasional Paper.
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° Barnett, M., Kim, H., O'Donnell, M., & Sitea, L. (2007). Peacebuilding: What Is in a Name?
Global governance 13, 38-43.

19 Tony Addison. (2003). From Conflict to Recovery in Africa. Oxford : Oxford University
Press.
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"' Krishna Kumar. (1997). Rebuilding Societies After Civil War: Critical Roles for
International Assistance. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner

12 Jeroen de Zeeuw. (2001). Building peace in war-torn societies: From concept to strategy.
The Hague: Netherlands Institute of International Relations "Clingedeal Conflict Research
Unit.

13 Graciana del Castillo. (2003). Economic Reconstruction in Post-Conflict Transitions:
Lessons for the Democratic Republic of Congo. OECD Development Centre Working Papers
228.
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14 Call, C., & Cousens, E. (2007). Ending Wars and Building Peace. International Peace
Academy

'3 Boyce, J., & ODonnell, M. (2007). Peace and the Public Purse: Economic Policies for
Postwar Statebuilding. Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers.

16 ODI. (2005). Closing the Sovereignty Gap: An Approach to StateBuilding. London:
Overseas Development Institute.

17 Suhrke, A., Wimpelmann, T., & Dawes, M. (2007). Peace Processes and Statebuilding:
Economic and Institutional Provisions of Peace Agreements. Norway: CMI - Chr. Michelsen
Institute.
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'8 World Bank. (2020). World Bank Group Strategy for Fragility, Conflict, and Violence
2020-2025. Washington, D.C.: World Bank Group.

' World Bank. (2020). Building for Peace : Reconstruction for Security, Equity, and
Sustainable Peace in MENA. Washington, D.C.: World Bank Group.

% Joanna Macrae. (1999). Aiding peace and war: UNHCR, returnee reintegration, and the
relief-development debate. Humanitarian Policy Group, Overseas Development Institute.
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Peace Academy.
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