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Nomadic origins of the Mari kings

‘Dr. Rajaa Abbas

Abstract

The French mission, under the supervision of André Parrot,
began in 1933 to excavate the site of Tel Hariri, on the right bank
of the Euphrates near the city of Albu Kamal, and that mission
succeeded in uncovering a metropolis of the ancient Arab East,
Mari, which reached the height of its power and prosperity in The
reign of Zimri Lim (1782-1759 BC), the last of its kings, as it was a
political and economic power, attested to by its archive, which
contained more than twenty thousand cuneiform clay figures,
mostly written in Akkadian, and most of them date back to the first
half of the eighth century BC. These texts documented the
existence of a tribal organization that was divided into two main
groups, the tribes of Bensimalite and Benyaminite, and this is a
geographical division rather than ethnic, indicating the places of
stability of both groups in relation to the Euphrates River, from
which a group of tribes branched out, some of which settled in
cities and villages and some of them remained in preservation of
the life of mobility And grazing. The paper will shed light on the
tribal organization of these two Bedouin groups and present a set of

texts confirming the lineage of the Mari kings to one of them.

“PhD in History of the Ancient East - Business Supervisor - Department of History -
College of Arts and Humanities - Tishreen University - Lattakia - Syria.
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134



wle elsy o cle old Lygad) Jpual)

acilale o @l oal) el daia) e 38l Ayl JSLE caliila
D2 (S5 s laly claaldl Gy Jealsill DA (e Fail) AS5all ana i
&8 e O e dlle aya asa) T Ll ALaN ) e Lanly GO,

IDér ) Aag

Glie o A8 agr Amand b sl 3,891 U8 Ty €
de (il GAS g 4N 650 2l ela) dhe cJlad B () O sy ad
paiy (LAY M2 e Ssall (S5 e lin) 4ud 5y i (Kispum) psses
Py 50 e ol 48

Coutll 13a e A1) aal (e gyl 3 ASIL) ABlally s Lal) alual asd
coad 52y Al A (58 AcemHOyik Sy ane dine & CaiS) adi gl
@l e ol 3y A cazali® Jled 3 Dl gyl lle adfy baally Cajad
L0 (s & Dy

[n]a- gi- ha- [..]/ dumu- munusia- ah- du- 1i [im]

Lugal ma- ri*/ & ma- at dumusi- im- [a- al]

1- Durand. J. M., peuplement et sociétes a 1'époqueamorrite: les clans bensim'alites,
Amurru 3, Paris, 2004, P. 174.
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