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Abstract

Dr. Hussam Ghazi’
The theme of the emergence of human beings in Africa and its spread
in the world is one of most discussed and debated topics between the
specialists in Prehistoric and Anthropology. The Levant represents, by its
geographical location, the first gateway of this spread, and it has been
given great attention by researchers in this field since the beginning of the
last century. This interest was doubled after failing to obtain scientific
results from archaeological excavations that were conducted in Yemen in
Prehistoric sites, in order to prove the hypothesis of human exodus from
Africa through the Straits of Gibraltar. And the researchers are convinced
that the process of human exodus from Africa and its spread in the rest of
the word can only be understood through studying the Levant area.
Therefore, we aim to reconstruct the archaeological-anthropological
scene of the Levant during the Paleolithic, by focusing on study of human
skeletons and the archaeological remains found in the same strata were
the skeletons have been discovered, taking into account, the results of
modern laboratory history to put these discoveries in the correct
chronological framework.

’ Department of Archeology - Ancient History.
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' LE TENSORER J.-M. et al., 2007. Rapport préliminaire des fouilles préhistoriques de la
mission Syro-Suisse concernant les gisements de HUMMAL et NADAOUIYEH (El
Kowm, Syrie centrale) et Bilan de 25 ans de recherches dans la région d'El Kowm (1982-
2007) et de 10 ans de nouvelles fouilles a Hummal (1997-2007). Fonds national suisse de
la recherche scientifique. Basel. 70P.

2LE TENSORER J-M. et al, 1997. Découvertes de restes humains dans les niveaux
acheuléens de Nadaouiyeh Ain Askar (El Kowm, Syrie centrale). Paléorient 23/1, p. 87-93.
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" GOREN 1. N. et al., 1992. Discoveries at the Middle Pleistocene Acheulian Site of
Gesher Benot Ya'aqop. Quaternary Research 38, p. 117-128.

2 GOREN L. N. 1992. The Acheulian Site of Gesher Benot Ya'aqop: An African or Asian
Entity ? In: AKAZAWA T., AOKI K. and KIMURA T. (eds). The Evolution and
Dispersal of Modern Humans in Asia: 67- 83. Tokyo: Hokusen-sha Publishing Co.

3 SOHN S. and WOLPOFF M.H. 1993. Zuttiyeh face: a View from the East. Journal of
Physical Anthropology, 91/3, p. 325-348.
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! VANDERMEERSCH B. 1995. Le Roéle du Levant dans 1'évolution de I'humanité au
Pléistocene supérieur. Paléorient, Vol. 21 N° 2, p. 25-34.
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" BAR-YOSEF O. et VANDERMEERSCH B. 1981. Note concerning the possible age of
the Mousterian layers in Qafzeh cave , in : J. Cauvin et P. Sanlaville (eds.) : Préhistoire du
Levant: chronologie et organisation de 1’espace depuis les origines jusqu’au Vle
millénaire. Colloques Internationaux du CNRS, 10-14 juin 1980 Lyon, Maison de
I’Orient. éd. Paris: Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, p. 281-285.

2 VANDERMEERSCH B. 1981. Les hommes fossiles de Qafzeh, Paris, éditions du
CNRS, 319p. (cahiers de paléontologie. Paléoanthropologie).
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" MCCOWN T. 1937. Mugharet es-Skhul: description and excavation. In: Garrod D. A.
E. and Bate D. M. A. (eds) The Stone Age of Mount Carmel, Vol. I, p. 91-107. Oxford:
Clarendon Press.
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" AKAZAWA T. and MUHESEN S. 2002. Neanderthal Burial: Excavation of Dederiyeh
Cave, Afrin, Syrie. Japanese center for International Research, Tokyo.

2 AKAZAWA T. et al., 2002. Neanderthal burials of the Dederiyeh cave. In: AKAZAWA
T. and MUHESEN 8S. (eds), Neanderthal burials: Excavations of the Dederiyeh cave,
Afrin, Syria: 75-90. Kyoto : Interna tiona Research Center for Japanescs studies.
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" BOEDA E. et al., 2001. Différents modes d’occupation du site d’Umm el Tlel au cours
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2 COUTURE C. 1998. Le fragment d’occipital Néandertalien d’Umm el Tlel. In : M. Otte
(dir.) : Préhistoire d’ Anatolie, Genése de deux mondes, Liege, ERAUL 85, p. 775-784.

3 BAR-YOSEF O. et al., 1992. The excavations in Kebara Cave, Mt. Carmel. Current
Anthropology. Chicago, IL. 33/ 5, p. 497-550.
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