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The head between Belief and Art in the Neolithic in
the Levant

Dr. May Hayek

Summary

This research is concerned with an attempt to shed light on the importance
of the head among the Neolithic inhabitants of the Levant by studying
funerary rituals related to the head in particular and how to deal with it,
separating it from the body and preserving it in private places, while trying to
reshape the face using permanent materials such as plaster, in addition to
trying Head shaping by carving the face and making stone masks played an
important role in rituals related to death and ancestor worship.

: Faculty of Arts and Humanities - Department of Archeology.
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ITillier,M, 2003, New Human Remains from Kebara Cave the Place of the kebara hominids in
the Levantine Mousterian Fossil Record, Paleorient, Vol 29/2, P.P35-37.
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3Lengyel, 2013,The Natufian at Ragefet Cave Natufian foragers in the Levant : terminal
Pleistocene social changes in Western Asia / edited by Ofer Bar-Yosef& Francois Valla,P:
498.
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“Ferenbach,D, 1966, Note preliminaire sur les Squelettes Humains de Fallah et de Mallaha
actes du vie congress, International des Sciences Anthropoplogiques et Ethnotogiques, p.587.
SBocquentin,F 2007, A final Natufian Population: Health and Burials statuse at Aynan-
Mallaha in Faerman,M., Horwitz, (eds)Faces from the past: Diachronic patterns in the Biology
of Human Poulations form the Eastern Mediterranean. Papers in honour of patricia smith.
BAR International series 1603. PP. 66-81

6Boyd,B 2001, the Natufian Burials from El-Wad Mount Carmel, Beyond Issues of Social
Differntion JIPS,Vol,31,P 185.
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"Grosman, L., D. Shaham, F. 2017: A human face carved on a pebble from theLate Natufian
site of NahalEinGev II, Antiquity91, 358.e2, 1-5
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°STORDEUR D. 2000, New discoveries in architecture and symbolism at Jerf el Ahmar
(1997-1999 Syria) (traduction E. Willcox), Neo lithics 1/00, p. 1-4.

IOStordeur, D., and F. Abbes. 2002. “Du PPNA au PPNB: mise en lumiére d’une phase
detransition a Jerf el Ahmar (Syrie).” Bulletin de la Société Préhistorique Frangaise 99 (3):
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Modeled Skulls from the Ancient Near East », dans M. Georgiadis& C. Gallouéd., The
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"“Bienert H-D.1991 Skull cult in the prehistoric Near East. Journal of Prehistoric Religion 5:
9-21
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18 Goren, Yuval, Goring-Morris, Nigel A., and Segal, Irena. 2001“The Technology of
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Archaeological Science 28: 671-690. doi:10.1006/jasc.1999.0573.
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21Simmons,A, 1990, Plastered Human skull from Neolithic Ain Ghazal, JFA, Vol 17/1, P.107.

107



2021 —143 — 2l cluyl dlss

18 alsad 2 Lle S LS & O aalea S 13 <G

a3 byl U5 pdige (e doaranall aalead) (o desane ST Al cela LS
s cilegane EE 8 Gy daranadl paleall e pdie s A8 e CaiS)
e A oyae @l g ¢ SO opifily (LY palen eed (A5 de genall Crana
3k g cpaall (e Ak Lgdle Canimgy i) Glilly aaleal) oda cabaiia) P lile
Cre Cnad) s gy celpan Ly Gyl ey L) Cilan 35 ) sl 4l
Y aalen Al de sanall Citacai 285 2 (a1 (sl Gl B goloyl) Ganl)

ZContenson H. 2000 Ramad, Site Néolithique en Damascene (Syrie) aux VIlle et VIle
Millénaires avant L’¢ére

Chrétienne. Beyrouth: Institut Francais d’ Archéologie du proche Orient

BContenson, 1970, Septieme Campagne de Fouilles a Tell Rama den 1970, rapport
preliminiaire AAAS, vol 20,P77.

108



Glall e ALEl DL A Caal) gaall geanll b calls diiead) o Gl

gyl eall ey ddalidag gyaa (sl Allie lgaang a3 caals HS35 LY (e
(14 J8all) a5l edlay aaleall s38 apans &

Schmandt—Besserat 2013:0s

L lgass copdall (e de gican dygloan Byia (i Caaiay 288 LGN de seadl Ll
& ady ccpdall e GHS Lt Juady Braa il sena (B Lgalif o35 ¢ aS (graa e )
il anl (e e gana Lalsaag clgia (5F a2t wiy ol pales e laoace

109



2021 —143 — iyl clad,l dlas

038 asiys 25 (Y Ledsh doay PGl (e Ak Alladls cpal (e e siaal
aleall dlla (580 adll oda Canin Loy eiia o501 (e Byle ool
el 8 gyiny 8 Sl G ddase A asud J5 A e alell o ALyl
paben pead o (geinityia o e LaS ddaans palas ap)l (e e gana
Py i) Sl xe ALIS A i) aalenl e chang (15JS)) danans
oY) panll S a8l GICu Jo8 (e palaad) o2s dadlaa ddyle i lag
eeal) il Aliadl) 5l Al kel IS (sl o3 o5 Grag cadiall (o 33l

Qs Tyl I ¥ and) IS Lesie 2

# Ferembach,1969, Etude Anthropologique des Ossements Humains Neolithiques de Tell
Ramad, AAAS, Vol 19, P.50.

BStordeur D. and Khawam R. 2006 Les Cranes Surmodelés de Tell Aswad (PPNB, Syrie).
Premier Regard sur ’Ensemble, Premiéres Réflexions. Syria 87: 5-32

110



Glall e ALEl DL A Caal) gaall geanll b calls diiead) o Gl

asest 5 3 FAEm ) aianall aaleall Cre ASEN As ganall S a3, <=

SRR DL A I W T BOCTEE

sale Lag)) 25 0l e Tk L ysiall ol oty cppmll Jansy 8 881 Jas Glliag
a gals ISt by dasiy Jush il egsanll Giigay (o LIS aay (UL
5 Cange Al (JA Aaly CailSE A all aalead) Lel (Al cilatdll gag ) i)
Iy (oAl damanll Aadle Lupji Ja gl (8 <ol dasealllan dliea U
Las Latsmany agily aliie V) ) Lindy @lld S5 POlogiy e alawsV) o lesi Glgas)
Ayl byleall o) LAl ¢ htall Sl Tansgl) 3 (sl 5 Le Caagly auad e
IS sheme s2elE 25ny ae (16 JSall) Cal) DA (e Lald diamy daaly cuilS
LS Letilans allaal) Zundly 0y - ol Jady (il pamia WIS oY) a0 el 2
gl J5 oS xie 8 3 e oY

®Stordeur D. and Khawam R. 2007 L’ AireFunéraire de Tell Aswad (PPNB). Syria 83: 39-62.

111



2021 —143 — 2l cluyl dlss

Stordeur D. and Khawam R. 2007:2s

sale) & panll Crandiu) 8 48U adlsall paen o e p2)ll e 4 sl LSy
feny i) Gldl) A1) i Aale sac S cdaling Byl @lld 1odis agl V) Gubll JSi
Al e Lagfy agud Ji5 ol U5 aalea calails 28 L cole Ui dllia (S L)
S S aladiuly dasaal) e Jalaill Sy cGlums dDe e e osSall e ¢ i)
OSly ecpall samas (a1 Cayglad o e Caagll S Cum VA alana b Ganl) (g
Ol (i sale Y Ganall aadind L aally JulS JS5) slake aaleal) culS g 3
sl 5 A sl Bl ) aadnuly eyl 8
(A b ) -

e DA e @llyg GG LAl 1 Le Cisal) (gyaall seaall A Gl Sa)
e e e e 8 diamadl aaleall Lo le g dgilie Gunllsale (o Luals el
e o 5l Copal) gaa) Apa (8 Gl an ) (e rial dasil 2DE e
i A salial iy 28 2 oda o mag Lee dale (e Jeind il Ll

112



Slall .0 ALEl DL A Caal) gaall geanll b calls diiead) o Gl

228 Ll il oy Ly aplall lganays demenl JSE cda Ll 431 038 il
Al palend) Jlasind Al 255 lS Bed) 038 giom B o ) 3 35mgy i)
sy ) ol plaal Ay (BLA s Lol Ciad (o 2oy 35 o5 IS 85000
J<all) AaY) ppen B i) Ailia ¢y gund) clS L Jilag 8Tal5 Jag) a5 Ll i LIl
Al V) emnlally desealls iingl) allie 595 Aaaly Aoy cilalles olliag (17

HTaal alal) JS8) D b aaly OS¢ i) il daal ALY aalead)

Lg3LEIS) a3 S ESEN ZaBY) o <17 A3 S
Schmandt—Besserat 2013. 222 : & O alse 32

gL (e chay Loaf s 8 lea (5ol pise 3 JulS gL Gilans) laaY 14

17.2 48beusgs s 26.5 adsha Ly JalS g Ll Ll 5 AL L cadll Jiay AT
18 s piy Al anll paadly (Olps G LI cand 35 caal 671305 sl
Aliaie ey Bptiue dgpa Colsa Lalaay Daties (pall Cipsas ol cadln Jsa L
Jaly plind Auld J &5 . asin JC8 i) Ciaty oopadlly dgall slhe JSiy

27Rollefson, Gary O., Simmons, Alan H., and Kafafi, Zeidan.1992 ‘“Neolithic Cultures at
'AinGhazal, Jordan.” Journal of Field Archaeology 19, no. 4PP: 443-470.

113



2021 —143 — iyl clad,l dlas

e oy olatll el ek cels U< 8 Aayyf (18 JSal) caailly 3ol Ak adl)
Lyaal) olaily 5S5al e 2 A la daghady umdly yaal el e @l 2B 4
Al i als

Culaads 2 jlaa g5 2 J&Sﬂlg#\&@\gﬂ
Yakar R., Hershkowitz J. 1988:3+~

t18 A8, Js&

Lo ezl adlly cpall Cayslad Loty (ro AS e Ay Classy 421 228 Sl
shsaeel o Ll §f aa gl 48 day) 3 caeadin) 8 Gilsall Job e sagasall
Al) ST Dyt ZaiY) Jany Las g il pa ) aaiis <€ Ly f (Jiilas

Y akar R., Hershkowitz J.1988 NahalHemar cave: the modeled skulls. ‘Atigot 18: 59-63.

114



Slall .0 ALEl DL A Caal) gaall geanll b calls diiead) o Gl

sAlal)y clabiinu)

s go denanl) uab Cum Lo s¥) il (gyaal) yeanll 3ia il Glay) sa)
Epaall gyaall jaall 1) JEY) aay Aokl 28l DA il 138 iy 2l
Cipels i el alels Laily ) e Aananll Juais L Gl plaia¥) moaal
O Al DLy 3 il graad) suand) adlgey (el e duladl) 8 Al e
el Guiall ame SLas) aag Y (JSE 4asl) JS5 BaleY panl) aladtul Sus
Aalaie laaaty Gl ol Alglae Ciyels aaleall Bl L apaaill il ohyaY
Alcia¥l 13a cEaall gyanll eaall s Jau V) i) goaall jeaall die Liaf angll
Clafins 8 anleall o2 aleat Ll Layy d5ny 328 pia o aaleal) S 50lely
e Aflys cpabaY) e Aala Appa 3585 Lo pailiad (e gyl U e gl
il A csle ) Aglall ciladinal gal 835 se lS dpia ) oda Jiag ¢ il
ZhAL Gsasi o) glaai¥) e Gl aeiay cpall (A Ay e aulil
3) e ) e (8 Ll (saing Cun cpand clay yead oy Leiis dasanll
oy yuid and) (o danenll i 4 oy JY) sl (m

anl) 8 aglall (o8 G5 agin Alalugl) (e le st G aaleall o34 aladiud Jaly
pelie b il U8 Gaaine Al Jish )8 A Ol i) Guaall (gyaal)
Jhle 2iaall 1385 ¢Jguana) 53l al A Lusila lsle agdl 208 el e
i€l e o aales DU BlimY) 2y dua Vladlsa sy 3 ol sl lasase
i Ao Al e Gane By Pl cOpisall wedld ¢psliag agl QIS ainy
OLS) Al Jlay ddalsy S @l Caaagg Al e aS5a B aalead) gaa) jas
Aady alae) as cz o3l Ga A 818 Lealuiy juS Bada o desanl) o Sy o Gl

115



2021 —143 — iyl clad,l dlas

syl o3 () sl (g caledall Juail as Aliaiio sa3le o dananll g gy Apalis
s eyl e 50 3Tl (sl ehals asii Cus Dugeadl) alsh gas) V) s L
o) bl dpad Gn )l &

o any Al GO Lpudlall aalealls (Aisaiall Appaall dail) o) Joall Sy
sl s L Laa¥ )y Al Y LEaY) 8 cuaadiul sl gyaall yaasll )8
sl dewdl Cmpal il s (mhel Apd Hsea oL DA (e L ey cladl
aiad e adindl 13 Gl et e cGaaal) granll siaall gl Allall
B 5a Lo sal G 15380 gl S5l LiSays cdagdall (o gplavidl 8 52l
el e s gas YT Aalall

116



Slall .0 ALEl DL A Caal) gaall geanll b calls diiead) o Gl

9.

spalyall

. Bienert H-D. 1991 Skull cult in the prehistoric Near East. Journal of

Prehistoric Religion 5: 9-21

Bonogofsky M, 2003 Neolithic plastered skulls and railroading
pistemologies. Bulletin of the American School of Oriental Research
331: 1-10.

. Bocquentin, F 2007, A final Natufian Population: Health and Burials

statuse at Aynan-Mallaha in Faerman,M., Horwitz, (eds)Faces from
the past: Diachronic patterns in the Biology of Human Poulations form
the Eastern Mediterranean. Papers in honour of patricia smith. BAR
International series 1603. PP. 66-81

Boyd,B 2001, the Natufian Burials from El-Wad Mount Carmel,
Beyond Issues of Social Differntion JIPS,Vol,31,P 185.

Contenson H. 2000 Ramad, Site Néolithique en Damasceéne (Syrie)
aux Vllle et VIle Millénaires avant L’¢re Chrétienne. Beyrouth:
Institut Frangais d’ Archéologie du proche Orient.

Contenson, 1970, Septieme Campagne de Fouilles a Tell Rama den
1970, rapport preliminiaire AAAS, vol 20, P77.

Dietrich, Oliver, 2014, Masks and masquerade in the Early Neolithic:
A view from Upper Mesopotamia.

Goren, Yuval, Goring-Morris, Nigel A., and Segal, Irena.2001 “The
Technology of Skull Modelling in the Pre-Pottery Neolithic B (PPNB):
Regional Variability, the Relation of Technology and Iconography and
their Archaeological Implications.” Journal of Archaeological Science
28: 671-690. doi:10.1006/jasc.1999.0573.

Gary O. Rollefson and Alan H. Simmons,1987, “Life and Death of
‘Ain Ghazal,” Archaeology: 38.

10.Grosman, L., D. Shaham, F. 2017: A human face carved on a pebble

from the Late Natufian site of NahalEinGev II, Antiquity 91, 358.e2,
1-5.

117



2021 —143 — iyl clad,l dlas

11.Ferenbach,D, 1966, Note preliminaire sur les Squelettes Humains de
Fallah et de Mallaha actes du vie congress, International des Sciences
Anthropoplogiques et Ethnotogiques, p.587.

12. Ferembach,1969, Etude Anthropologique des Ossements Humains
Neolithiques de Tell Ramad, AAAS, Vol 19, P.50.

13.Kenyon,K,M, 1975, Observations on the Article five Plastered Skulls
from pre-pottery Neolithic A, Jericho, Plaleorient, Vol2/1, P211

14. Kathleen M. Kenyon, “Excavations at Jericho,” The Journal of the
Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland 84, no. Y2
(Jan-Dec. 1954): 103.

15.Lengyel, 2013, The Natufian at Raqgefet Cave, Natufian foragers in the
Levant : terminal Pleistocene social changes in Western Asia / edited
by Ofer Bar-Yosef& Frangois Valla,P: 498.

16.Marquet nadlorblanchet, 2015, A Neanderthalface ? The proto-figurive
La Roche-Cotard, Langeais(Indreet-Loire, France).

17.Rollefson, Gary O., Simmons, Alan H., and Kafafi, Zeidan. 1992
“Neolithic Cultures at 'Ain Ghazal, Jordan.” Journal of Field
Archaeology 19, no. 4 PP: 443-470.

18.Rollefson,G,0, 1986 The Neolithic Village of ‘Ain Ghazal, Jordan:
Preliminary Report of the 1984 Season, BASORSupplement 24: 145-
164.

19.Simmons,A, 1990, Plastered Human skull from Neolithic Ain Ghazal,
JFA, Vol 17/1, P.107.

20.Strouhal, “Five Plastered Skulls,” 231; Fletcher, Pearson, and Ambers,
“The Manipulation of Social and Physical Identity,” 310.

118



Slall .0 ALEl DL A Caal) gaall geanll b calls diiead) o Gl

21.STORDEUR D. 2000, New discoveries in architecture and symbolism
at Jerf el Ahmar (1997-1999 Syria) (traduction E. Willcox), Neo lithics
1/00, p. 1-4.

22.Stordeur, D., and F. Abbes. 2002. “Du PPNA au PPNB : mise en
lumiére d’une phase de transition a Jerf el Ahmar (Syrie).” Bulletin de
la SociétéPréhistoriqueFrancgaise 99 (3): 563- 595.

23.Stordeur, D. 2015. Le village de Jerf el Ahmar (Syrie, 9500-8700 av.
J.C.). L architecture, miroir d’une société néolithique complexe. Paris :
CNRS Editions.

24.Tillier,M, 2003, New Human Remains from Kebara Cave the Place of
the kebara hominids in the Levantine Mousterian Fossil Record,
Paleorient, Vol 29/2, P.P35-37.

119



