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The library of the Assyrian King Ashurbanipal
(668-627 B.C) in Nineveh 'Archiving, indexing and
copying System'

Prof. Aid Mari Walid Alhelal (Student)

Abstract

Libraries are one of the most prominent features of
Civilization in the history of Mesopotamia and the ancient Near-
East in general. Since man knew writing, the first features of
libraries began to form through the preservation of writing tablets
in the form of archives in temples and Palaces. Thus the
preservation and cataloging systems in those libraries began to
develop to the point that they became similar-in many of their main
lines-to the systems of preservations and cataloging in the modern-
day libraries. That was in parallel with the development in the field
of transcription and translation. The library of the Assyrian king
Ashurbanipal (668-627 B.C) in Nineveh, located in his northern
palace, is the best example of the development of these systems.
Through it the cultural heritage of Mesopotamia. which reached us-
through the contents of this library, which numbered about twenty-
five thousand of clay tablets and a fragment, at least- was
preserved. It included the different branches of science and
knowledge at the time, as well as, what was related to the political,
administrative and military life of the Assyrian Empire in that time.

Keywords: Library, Nineveh, Ashurbanipal, preservation,
cataloging, transcription, appendixes.
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? "Parpola. Siom, ((Assyrian library records)), Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. 42,

nol, 1983, pp.1-2.

3 Driver.G.R, Semitic writing — from pictograph to alphabet, Oxford University Press,

London, 1948, p75.

4 _Welhisch. Hans. H, ((Ebla: the World’s oldest library)), the Journal of library history
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- Driver .G.R,op.cit ,pp70-75 .
-Von Soden. W, Akkadisches handworterbuch, Otto nharrassowitz, Wieshaden, 1959, 284

b.

151



2022 —145 22l = 38 alaall =20l clu)all ddas

Sl Alal) ilhga HLS G S jone 1S 08l (e (0% Lage ALK 51
. IS 43S 3y e Dol o s€l QUESH Ciiea e (S 45 el Y Jilially
211 Zhal Jiad e e ity Leaaly e sl 20 JlaeYL o5y
1) Lais G L ) 28y Leas Alee oy i€l oo bl
)

A e oSl S sas aal) GBS dags o Jhe JSE ) by
oS Al e gl @b bl #1561 e GV A AT e dgaclisag
Lpgh aldas a2 SLl A€ 5)a) of 2S5l (e Sleazmny (e 161V iy
e s )8 o aad oplladl) 5l ) Pl ol Lol S i
Gy S 51 IS ey elima] Alae G clennlne (385 Jbally Cish)
dS Gyl o diaail) a3 Cum o)) el ¢ S ¢ il ¢ ) Acsinga
sing M Gaill lsie sl o35 taisaiae (ye 8 yaaite LV Cilaslea 75
oo Lealsll el 2aC) Sl 4R (5)a a3 cAepinge (ho sty 4l auly
L Quled (B )Y el ppglie s o5 L LSle Apagad iy Laje
O A Gujled e e duals

o syine (re Ll 4888 Aad Ay pagadl) g Yspbs serw 228
aiaia poled e Hle CulS Ak # ) D 353 Ll 0 1Y) s
sinal alall a¥) Jeat Al aiid) and (S5 aladl 3 Leasip o3 Al JlaeY
A A ) Jeally a8 A B ) el ¢ ad ol SIS (AL
e e gofia (Ahia and SV Gany g clele ChEY) S el Gl
ClS it J e i Ll el DN #1090 o aaly 5y Y

" Driver.G.R, op.cit, p. 74.
23 e el @)A“ ik
24 Ga Glal) gaoall (it (2

152



Dl Jla oo 3 627-668) Jlasly sl (53581 Gllall A5

Oped 5ie DA Lalad) 35 0 648 alall LAl 6 sl o 5yl ity
5 e SN 2ol Callsg cdaglad Leiy Jamdy oLl 5380 (e J5Y) 2l calls
@AY sl L) pelitie Grand (e i) 25l Galls (I e Lo e
Laily cnmns Lgelsls Gaslinll 2aa3 Y Led Zboail) ujledll a2l 831G 800l
sale (ge 05 (L) ) A8la) aalgl el lede (o8 A #1090 2 Ly S
(Egirtu) s -k csd ixis ((UPPU) Jha lallaian o125 uly 4iiamy 25l
=2 (Daltu) 5 caadlly are o84 3US 71 iy (Leu) 5 Allay s
I e g5 4l Vsl (s (2 (Assaru) pdlaaas () ZELYL el
O sa Leginy CDEAY) oY) dndal) #1891 ) Sl SV lallaad) i
o rid U mlaad) Wl T T lagee gsiat ALK 10 Y et JY)
O lesane ) i (Leu) plhaas Ll Lo asly dsac (gstingg sroal 75
saliie dee Ling ST sl e Wlle calling sl e e siadl 480 £
cllaadl) 138 bl lla o Can Bads Adioat Adpla ) Jlasly sl A
pliiy A gana IS A 835l 151 2ae Y (V) i daeY) G e sana
g 3 sall (1as) Ao sana oS 5] ilesanall 038 (o gnsill 230 ) A Ae ganal
Y Al syl Al #1580 A Lgls "GP :(Daltu) sllaas L L aall
A 8 Gigyme s mlhiad e o aag 11 aaaiall (QUSH) (e Teda JS
G LS 10T O e LU ealiie) (s Ysplss oF ¥) (s8] s
B s Al

V- Parpola. S, op.cit, pp. 1-2.
Y- Parpola.S, op.cit, p.2.

153



2022 —145 22l = 38 alaall =20l clu)all ddas

Ll Al Al 48jally 55l (s5ia (o I35 duydlly Capiaill 8 48al) o2
@ skiall (gylimal) (sl o ald cadgll 3 Jaiy Sl sl A g
S 21l Leu bl Yan opall ol 13) ol Aa (gl A . )89 4,
oy a3 g2 aaall 8 ySall saley oyl pday Y1 e ol (aeilly il
S S e S ISl (3085 ) il 25) ASlal) Sl (ggiaal

e Blaall 0 all Gayalls dedlly capail) 8 Galia) A8al) o2 Al
Lali A€ cilS Ja 4Kl oda eadine Jsa J3las Galdl) ) jolay #1631
e oLl canth Jag cagie opraleiall Lo paaill il gal ciasl of saay Ll
ligine aladtuly peie Calaially sl ilas ol el 28 (LS 13 §pilasal
O 2S5l (e 4l cdgsaill 2el @l (agiaiy Ayalll aalaall 358 oy iiSall
eail) a1 Aal) age o 3 marda el Vg ) ialall oLl Ll et o) 4K
oo Cuaal) Sar Y Bl L Joaalls Aalall e ol AusaY) g pually ¢ Sl
s o Aalall gl L Aalall # 1B Byle ) malin o5t 8 ALl 4584 oDl
L4913 an LD aed (ilad) 13 e aseaill iy cdalall

s (Al e e 1) Blaiad oL 3gas e Cnaall oSe Qi (<
LS (pa o) ligh o(Raal) dy)ea¥) dyyshaliuay) sl) seadil LSl Claal
ot oo Aas aal 1) s Adasdle agle (i B (€55l Gl age (e g
S AT o clling il 1) sl o il a9l sl 5 o e 38 (IS
aila ) alad ol 4 (a0 3 604-626) Ol clle ¥y sl U e i 38
& e A adde e @yl At cre L alS 8 e sl 138 aag o
o Callill ) gas ailKa ) saled

D" Chiera. Edward, they wrote on clay — the Babylonian tablets speak today, the

University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1938, p. 175.
24 U (Gl g sl ¢ i -

154



Dl Jla oo 3 627-668) Jlasly sl (53581 Gllall A5

il V1 () sl s Tl L) Jas 4l 52 Jlasly 55aY dailly U]
el o Aalally dalall 5aY) Gl e Lglainls ~18) aull i oy
ks oy a8y ¢ Bpall gpSall Sl iy LU gl ae GliSe e pals JSs
gilly Sl Lgdusiy Bl eaws Ja¥ elldy caal o ol any #1550
Ciliagy (AY) LA e culd A A1) o S5l G V) i b ALY
0sSs Of Adlaial e clgdons oy Ly A Bylatind) CuilS (AL (59 A5 )
O asadll gy Al o Lo clgslaal (e Lgyalias axy ASLais 7150 cllia
slond Lede cotin 08 cul€ Jlanly 5al 4€e 8 Lede e A 29 (e aall
) Sald) Sk

aly s it e ol ASL asiSe () sl s aia @S aag
ol sl 3 Lgle o3au) aas 3l D e Larl gy Sladl) s
sy dols (8 dald il 3psliany (i ) als¥) (e 2paad) Jlasly
Lo a2l laae s dald lia §y0bias (e spall Caasiy 28 Ling . Laje s
sy o) o B Ol 5589 (e slins Ll agd OIS il Galaidl) e
Ay Aplansal) 21509 sty S e aalialy Juls e elale ol %8 250y
Lelaat Al LU cldlally fmal) e @l o iy dudladly ap 2l aay
iaga i o 3 Qb slide JS Ja 8 Jadll 138 (6 of 3yl Gud L) 21580
)5V el Gara Jend culS agia

- Driver. G.R, op. cit, p76.

2)- Parpola.S, op.cit, p.11.

- Robson, Eleanor, Reading the Libraries of Assyria and Babylonia. in: Konig. Jason,
Oikonomopoulou. Katerina and woolf. Greg. Ancient libraries, Cambridge University
press, Cambridge, 2013, p. 42-43.

)" Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 115-118.

155



2022 —145 22l = 38 alaall =20l clu)all ddas

i) Al : L

1) Gy S Bale) ol dapls Joa Wbl o yaall KA ) Al
AL agr caa Al Gl Lo Lgania 85 45K sda 8 Gl dlesdll
idgsae ol Ja Sleaid gy sl ol 4ilen dapal Jadll 1aa e ola@
sl inmy aa ) 35S aSLall diday gadhl) iyl slas 4yl
I Al a) o2 Aaall Ay iV Ay shaliuaY) bl e el A5
e b s Lgtind of anle Laljl oLss Ldlany Lo Ll e
alariel 9l 585 Canpial LaS 3jlcasll 35S 50 faal) 4y 5Y) )kl el
Lasiye 3 o of €0 il e aiiliy alY) Jies 2n V) LSlays aalsll )jaal
9128 eodll malip Gulat i e e yall Joludy SIS SR Jlsly il dnad sy
W Al Lag Telly (e Japasall (o Leas (o 5850 o5 Al apalsall e

el 138 Leal) e
sisas ld) 1aa Jue 0S5 o1 3 Leegi a3 Jluily 5] 45 2
A ohaai Laily clglaing #1500 aan Alliia (8 smnty QA () (e i
A0lSY )y Appe gl Lghe Aail) LasasY cagall (m geaail) Fansi ean ililens oLl
238 Calpn DTy ity gy ALl LS e Cagiall Alglaay il
(ABally o latill Lgian il cchllaliaal saamie dpale A ) ASL) 454 Algal
G 3 i) Jlasly 5] AL (e lie o Sle il culaa Ll La
o gy ) elpally cilag iy 2 1Y) alla 8 Lol Al i) s (DA
o bl 5l e ALl LRLY Jilylly L) 2L 08 e A8sasidl 21509)
3)35 B sl (e pgal Al i Le S Gty L a el 2 Luilly QS

Y= Crouch. C. L, War and Ethics in the Ancient Near East, Military violence in light of
cosmology and history, Walter de Gruyter, Berlin, 2009, p. 23-24.
2) - Driver.G.R, op.cit, p76.
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Loy Ll Caginll lia gra s (e Jpamnd) (8 SLal) G g5 dsdi sl

D- Parpola. Simo, The Correspondence of Assurbanipal, part 1: Letters from Assyria

Babylonia, and vassal states, (state Archives of Assyria. 21), Winona Lake, IN, 2018,

SAA21 013 (CT22, pi.01, 001 a), Lines: 1-r13).

ise Aan i 28] oSy el (oS el Gralals daale ol Gy QU i (igpala (2
20902 2012 3l cdaa il agdll 585l ¢ Jollal)

»-Robson, E. op.cit, p. 43.
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Ay ey alil) Adjall sl IS Ipdiad)” (AdLdl L) Al (pa il Liag)
ilalga o(Ldag) ¢t Awdil dlal) Jody Layy il (glasi ¢ ) Wslaly sili
Y o) palais o ¢ Asyya A pgaladinly (Gl (e lgealaly ige il
Jub (e A LIS La JLasY Jlgs Jd dand) (sl crondlly fai g ¢Sl
cgpasall ol Gaguaiig Yla cuaiadug ) o S Cig . dllal) Ut
(2 25 se A (dia aaly Yy (Liad) dag ¥ cAuaguady L) clugf @31 3l
18 gl coon Jil At sihalga ) elialS Juus of g .. E-Sangil Sl
B3 . (Ll aan ) dewsly Al e gl (Ao (AL ad) Rl
O uindisn o) 35l —(Stdisa — 5l 0 « geasllsl — s ot - Cash
25 e panall Helae selall Linys Ane QUS Aglae Al o2 el
e GBS o Gl (e g5 s epal) Jaiinn OF S 4l ) (AL alY)
P33l LSLl) el cya bl A glaay gl il Qs Ane S Lipasy
O ALl Gas e redans - lyer Aine GUS aej aa o duaa Bl julss
2l e ledny bae s Lails 1Y) e Abal) el sy ol L0 e ES
21 e e gl ooty a8 Ling Fandidl) ALUSH 1ol ) 5)L8) 13 A5 A4S

- Parpola. S, ((Assyrian Library records)), p. 4-6.
2)-Frame. G,and George. A. R, op.cit, pp.281-282.
)" Ibid, pp.265-269, (BM 45642) Lines: 1-23.
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GRS, I PN ETE RV L N RFONCPE DY FOI PN A %]
oans Ll Ll (12) of 4 el o 0% Loy 858 By o5 ALyl g
QS s ez 1) ass Aaguas (90 sias coiia aleY) ally Aa il aaslad
O S 5 e el s cans JeST e ST 30y () po i

)l () e Jlasly sl Y GESH aal e (il Al esal) D
g pe sl Aallly Ay sl 1511 eny

((Wlewris e (Ao Jarian dppagaad) dallly Aigaal) 716100 (3laiy Lasd))

8 hges ALl S A 1) o aih L Joly DAT cal< Al
tAL oY) daal) i o ae eyl
(A ) oo Ay A OIS o san el dles o3 Lkl 71 o))

Leia sal Bae () (550 o Ungina aag Lae lajey S AGLA i)l i
J8 e o Jlanly 58T U8 e Lealanin #1500 4880 5y pan Slilee 2
e Lty Ay5dV15 AL asmaaitl) s glee ol 0 aiptlag 4l

)" Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 123.

22 Bl paall i (2
3)Frame. G and George. E. R, op.cit. p.275.
) Driver. G. R, op. cit, pp. 76-77.

3)" Frame. G, and George. E. R. op.cit, p. 278.
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(ol DU e LSl Juply sl sl Loaay 0L 215090 s dlee Lgas
W da s cia sl S e Lo Gl el clie S caanzas

olal Jsa Apnh S0 Aulhiay clS Al G Bl ¢ e Jlia (b lld opall Ty
s nns U8 o S Jee

Llsa Lgrdagg Acpanall Jusi ... Ninurta —gimilli by — Lijgis "
sia ... " &l cullidi ' (gtasi 48 Kunaya WUsSy Kudurra s ...
Gl Jagl) ' e @ sdery cpll GUSH e LgBiiad a8 Sdal)
Al e 1) 2B ASDEY eYA

13 S adf pa ) aela — Uijoin dpemdid bl WS35 3 L) oy
el 55t 8 1SS Galatl eYan of sy oot oSla o o iy e
) i WSaS gy lanaly agusd dumis (lanal dyysa¥) Ablall gl (ila,
sl (e ¢ Ll gd "Gagyall Jall g 5" il el " gLl e 2y5 L Wl
o Jlae 8 Jlanly 55l 8 (e Dyilag (e s e Jelasis o oally .4 3305
Gl Gy Jlasly )l QIS 288 T 03¢ 32 38t sae o s Sz 1) e

- Driver. G. R, op.cit, p 67.

)~ Fales. F.M and Postgate. J. N, Imperial administrative Records, part II: Provincial and
Military Administration, (State Archives of Assyria 11), Helsinki, 1995, SAA 11 156
(ABL 0447), lines: 1-r. 18.

*)" Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 118.

)= Ibid, p 279.
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e 2pall B e Jay agibasl (b (g5 ellall £35S 5 ey 15ilS 5 ¢gy5-2Y)
(555 yeaill 8 aglee e Slmb gyl Gllall ) agli (e Alusyal) Sl
O Ol 55a1 3o 8 5 13 il

b ey Jlasly T e Dtlua s Aalia geasl) galine (B (lail S5 Ly
tled Js& Ninurta — ahi — iddin o) — AT = s eay cuilS (e Al
1Y) Lad (o) oyguiany Lgie siol o9 (ot Al guany 1Y) 31 Jea..L))
Leia Lol g (AL cdia J 5o pis Y 1Y) Lagd ) collal) (a Gluniiad) (BDNS
o sy (e Al Gayin o fsh A clilmy) S # ) Cle ginga Lelal)
D (ada) ALY B gl Blial) 58 duanl gt g G

102-101 azall (s pally Taglosdl Aid) oA 5 cibaalyd o (il Allall 3 LSa)) cae pepa
.38 4= 2008

2)-Frame .G and George .A.R, op.cit, p 282.

)" Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 115.

- Parpola. Simo, Letters from Assyrian and Babylonian Scholars, (State Archives of

Assyria 10), Helsinki, 1993, SAA 10 373 (ABL 0334), lines: r. 4-r.11.
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o8 LS 38 S Jlily sl anly il ) 1Y) e DA e L ol il
O LSl Ay S (s B 5 A dme 3 el 4 (e 5881 el

iy 1) pan il Ao QUSH 5Ll Jae oty o1 o dlgl) 8
o laadley ciliety cilag pi glaal elld Glas Jysana 21 e (sl
o o Lgte gl Alee o L8 Cilysra Ll Cagaly 3 LA il #1581
Liag cdanaly e ol dusalae LS anyy da 5S5 Ledssd alyal) (a gal
et A LS ol G sadaall ) (358 LS 5 chla) auay ) il Ly
A 5 g () ond (iala o ($14) 1 (S) RS s oS Lt )
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ULl A Aygd alas e Capil) 8 550K Bl 13g] WS Casiall Jeall

el Cra Wyt Ll e Loy Lexnaalsas Wyobiany 44 usiall £ 150) dagds e

Y- Fincke. J. C, op.cit, p. 120-122.

2) - Hunger. Von Hermann, Babylonische und Assyrische Kolophone, Neukirchener
Verlag des Erziehungsvereins Neukirchen-Vluyn, 1968, p. 97-98, No.319 Asb. Typ c-e,
1-12..

3 )"Robson, E, op.cit, p. 43-44.
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- Farham. Eckart, ((Royal hermeneutics: observations on the commentaries from Ashur
-banipal’s libraries at Nineveh)), Iraq, vol. 66, 2004, p.47.
)~ Hunger. H, op.cit, p. 97, No.318 Asb. Typ b, 1-10.
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- Frahm. E, op.cit, pp. 46-50.
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" Frame .G and George AR, op.cit, pp.279-280.

58 e el g pall (il 38 -
- Chiera. E, op.cit, p. 174.
2)- Luckenbill. D. D, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, vol.2, The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, 1929, pp378-379, 986 (col. I).
3)" Chiera. E, op.cit, p. 174.
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