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Fertility Doctrine During the Neolithic Age in
the Levant and Anatolia
Case Study: Human Male Fertility

D. Hussam Ghazi®
Abstract

This research deals with the question of human male fertility during
the Neolithic era in the Levant and Anatolia. It consists of two studies:
the first is descriptive and is devoted to describing clearly masculine
human male scenes and figurines by highlighting the male sexual organ,
which is direct evidence of human male fertility. The second is analytical
and is devoted to analyzing the descriptive data of the study, in order to
answer the questions raised in the research, which revolve around a main
question: Was the concept of male fertility for the early farmers limited to
the Sacred Bull, or did it also include human male fertility? And other
questions stemming from it, with the aim of giving an integrated idea of
the fertility doctrine during the Neolithic era in the Levant and Anatolia.

Keywords: Fertility Doctrine, Human Male Fertility, Sacred Bull,
Neolithic Age, Levant, Anatolia.

* Department of Archeology — Ancient History - University Of Damascus
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" YARTAH T. 2013. Vie quotidienne, vie communautaire et symbolique & Tell' Abr 3-
Syrie du Nord. Données nouvelles et nouvelles réflexions sur I'horizon PPNA au nord du
Levant 10000-9000 BP. These de Doctorat, Université de Lyon, Volume 1, P. 67.
""'YARTAH T. 2004. Tell >Abr 3, un village du néolithique précéramique (PPNA) sur le
Moyen-Euphrate, premiere approche, Paleorient, Vol 30/2, PP. 141-158.

2YARTAH T., Op. Cit. 2013, Volume 1, PP. 240-241.
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“HAUPTMANN H. 1993. Ein Kultgebdude in Nevali Cori. In: M. Frangipane, H.
Hauptmann, M. Liverani, P. Matthiae and M. Mellink (eds.), Between the rivers and over
the mountains. Archaeologica Anatolica et Mesopotamica Alba Palmieri dedicate: PP. 37-
69. Rome: Dipartimento di Scienze Storiche Archaeologiche e Anthropologiche
dell’ Antichita, Universita di Roma ‘La Sapienza’.

'S MORSCH M. 2002. Magic figurines? Some remarks about the clay objects of Neval
Cori. In: H.G.K. Gebel, B. Dahl Hermansen and C. Hoffmann Jensen (eds.), Magic
practices and ritual in the Near Eastern Neolithic. Proceedings of a workshop held at the
2nd International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East ICAANE) in
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Copenhagen 2000. Studies of Early Near Eastern Production, Subsistence, and
Environment 8: P. 148. Berlin: ex oriente.
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'S CAUVIN J. 1990. La fouille du village néolithique de Cafer Hoyiik . In: Anatolie
antique. Fouilles francgaises en Turquie. Catalogue de l'exposition. Gypsotheéque de
I'Université Lumieére Lyon II, 23 octobre-23 décembre 1990. Istanbul: Institut Francais
d'Etudes Anatoliennes-Georges Dumézil, P. 10.

" CAUVIN J. 1989. La Stratigraphie de Cafer Hoyiik-Est (Turquie) et les origines du
PPNB du Taurus. Paléorient, vol. 15, n°1. P. 75-76.

"® Ibid. P. 81.
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' SCHMIDT K. 1995. Investigations in the Upper Mesopotamian Early Neolithic:
Gobekli Tepe and Giirciitepe. Neolithics. A Newsletter of Southwest Asian Lithics
Research 2/95, PP. 9-10.

2 CLARE L. 2020. "Gébekli Tepe, Turkey. A brief summary of research at a new World
Heritage Site 2015-2019. E-Forschungsberichte. Deutsches Archiéologisches
Institut,2020, 2, PP. 81-88.

2 KINZEL M. Moritz; CLARE L. 2020. Monumental — compared to what? A perspective
from Gobekli Tepe. In Gebauer, Anne Birgitte; Sgrensen, Lasse; Teather, Anne; Valera,
Antoénio Carlos (eds.). Monumentalising Life in the Neolithic: Narratives of Change and
Continuity. Oxford: Oxbow. PP. 32-33.
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2CONTENSON H. DE 1974. Tell Aswad, site néolithique précéramique prés de Damas
(Syrie). Bulletin de la Société Préhistorique Francaise 71, PP. 5-6.
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* PERROT J. 1966. La troisiéme campagne de fouilles 2 Munhata (1964). Syria. Tome
43 fascicule 1-2, PP. 49-63.
* Ibid. P. 56.
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