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The Oldowan Culture
in the Arabian Peninsula and the Levant

Dr. Ahmad Deyab™*

Abstract

The Oldowan Culture is the oldest culture known to date in the Levant
and the Arabian Peninsula, and this culture was confirmed by the study of
stone tools only. If the Oldowan culture in the Arabian Peninsula sites
has been manifested clearly enough, the sites of the Levant manifest this
culture more clearly. They are important sites that have given a clear
Sequence layers to the culture of the Oldowan through archaeological
excavations. The date of these processes has indicated human habitation

in this area, which dates back to 2 million years.

** Damascus University, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Department of Archeology.
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bedrock; 2. Uninvestigated part of section; 3.

1 CagS Jahia 1(1) s

2 534l) CigS (a Chopper skl 314 :(2) Jsi

- Amirkhano. H. A, 1994, P: 220.
2- Amirkhanov. H. A, 2008, Fig: 19.

169



ALl Dy pal) i) ans F olsall) Al

I PEPRA| tdlga — 2

Jles Cagall Aalaia 8 Gydany o) 438 Cogin Dadlll Apdany o8| ol e a5
A Jesis (1977 ole a;f;\ D el Jleel Ba (2) Aaylad) A gl ae
Lo Ay Curen (e adlpall gl HUY) A, s (yaum 49/201
Ja L ) i Ll AV Ly oyl 5141 (97) 4y 22l s e Al sic
e ey (1985 ale (3ane JS G Aiml) oda Ay agel o8 440, 5Y) 48l
2aly glian Gulad 3 (adsa) Ailagive Bpde i o ey o(5)al 8y Ailial
Al s Alee (ol a3 Al clgt Saeall Loaadl Bal culae s 4 8300 Jaas
@l e Led iy ol Auliie Glae dplas) Slad copal Ly alsall o2a 3
Lede e ) dpaall eyl i€y ¢ S35 Appaa il o o Gl i
(il yaa (e desiias dyyaa 31 1884 curad cadsall mhau e Basage
Jigs 3100 1517 Lae ks

i) Gy A opal adlsa cllid) elyaY Aadle due @lsl) ol Cydy
sasl gals adlsas LS 8 Turkana G5 sym 8 Kopi Fora 1ys 158 adseS
) i M) jeanlly adgall Aysn a3 Jas b Slldg ¢lysil 8 Omo Valley
) QST e alae¥1 GlS 25 s il cillee A0 Gl 8 dala,
g lsl e 55 S dpay i e Sial ASlans ayes Jsa (e Ladladly dpaal
Hand 4as¥) <Ll «Choppers gl sill 4 e adgall 8 dpaall <lssl)
ailse A b el LI Jalall o2 (Polyhedron 4asY) 521y caxe
2(3) ULl Laghy 1S Ll amg ) e sl lsalY) Aaye ) kel

e Apginll Ashiall ()W) ) o HAT adse e Bngeadl 8 e LS
o poa 2y o w8l 63/2117 &)l Jany (1982 ale dusradl 4yl ASledl
Bl (e Ao siame dpaa 3130 34 48 Caran (bl (gals 3 caay laaly
e e linn 3 G e sd) o2 4T (Bl Aatia (e A Aiakay Sl
D kil sl Ay ) s & ey il sdl) gise b )

- Norman. N; Whalen. W; et all, 1986. P: 94-95.
2 Norman. M; Whalen. W; et al, 1989, P: 60-63.
3 Juris. Z; et all, 1981, P: 14.

170



b aaaf Lo 2019 ~J¥! 22all =35 alaall — 3ied daals Alas

T oy dghang o) adlsa 1(2) Aajlad)

! Norman. M; Whalen. W; et all, 1989, Plat: 43.

171



ALl Dy pal) i) ans F olsall) Al

14 daay gl tdlge 4 jpa g :(3) Jsdul

" Norman. M; Whalen.W; et al, 1986, Plat: 99.

172



b deal Lo 2019 —J ) 23al) =35 alaall — e daals Aas

shag pall syiall 4l 8 V) s Adgyea 48lE Al 4 olealY) A8l ()
V) Ay IS e Laasas aSTig Ledian (o) i allaal) Gaaly e 48l
4885 Aslad) daalae JSLA (g e lial GLEST (e 183 LeaBlsn Y call dpyaal
Jeant ol SIS Ay Y] alsall Hhe e A8 »3g) sa5lall dppaal) o) e
G Le s (358 CagS s liiuly) Ayl yu5all 4pd 8 Lumgie i Clilee
o Hhe s (sl Cun e S5 Lilaa HSYI) Lagend) 3 (V) a4l
Al 3Lad il pasall 038 Cadi iy il adlpal Copal Al Glagaad s
Ayl Ay (50 Gplall J Le ) gaasd sailadl Ggpaall @l e YY) ilyie
V) i 3 Say 53 CagS Gl tlaglen e ilsie 58 Lo JB 85 LA,
Ol () Gl AW Ghass Aidana gl alge 4l ¢glsa V) () g
skl

taldd) B Ll

Sieg Al 5 Ll sad glud) QY Al ddass Ll DL dalaie i<
DL AV Al lagll Apaa 3 DS Glen) Cuagadl allsn o Led
Ly 28L& oda & Lale (3) Adaylall ¢ lpal) A8lE oy Lo cls ) (A 0)
Glhals oy s il s ¢ ualal) o i adge Jia cdibiall oda S
pdll gl panll o Lo () Leans (e pglad ddlide Cliand gt B lgile
ade layy A5V &N Gaw g3 « Le Paleolithique Archaiqu (i)
Pre- Acheulean A5V U8 L agaany

A o5 aBge w2 5a5 coplanls 8 Aanal) gise A tlia gl ADE Sk
Sl a8 Jll caes cdagd) i Ladgay caslisha b olsal) 23S 35a oS
sl 8 aiiS) (lgd )sal) asm oSy (lyin Led o pdlse Caaal Ly b
it Sllee Lgie JS 8 <y g «Choppers adalsilly A dgilay ol 2500
L) BBl e 8ygall mang A Cragad 25

" Bar. Y, 1999, P: 239; Hours. F, 1981, P: 167.

173



ALl Dy pal) i) ans F olsall) Al

Jalladld alal) U ) Ak 8 e SLEEY) 3k (3) Adayadl

gl adga —1

134 adlga pal Cplandi g Ak 8ol el Aaal) o a8l Gnnl) pdige Su
an) ilis cc¥Y) sae ey bl (e apel) 588 <1959 ale o S| ¢ yuanl)
Lebe iy al (a1 54 Jaa) elossy 35 480265 (e ST e s5ial (a1 100 Ledsh
(4) I3 thaiiad) dpaal V) (e 850 degene cibael Pl 15012 (g5
bl sil) e Caria (3 lgaall G ¢l Gl Lgie e siadl) 405V Ball) e i
aa gl Al oY) i ua 8 Limestone gyl -aalls «Choppers
S dgpaa il o Liall el 8 e Sl e Pick 4ag) clid
A Olgall (30 de siad) Choppers phls 5ysa G 5lsill i) & 13 €Y
iy cgrand) saad) o il Aghaey Lo san 38T Al clala 510U Las,y
DLl Gyl e aiad (A wieatll Ayl S Lpaans e 28K dyaall lssy)
Gsale 14 ) =1 G aisall 138 (pe Laall colilall i) sy bl = ol sy
Sl A& ) el cady V) U da

" Bar. Y, 1999, P: 56.

Z Bar. Y, 1980, P: 107.

* Bar. Y, 1980, P: 107-109.
4“Bar. Y, 1994, P: 228-229.
5 Bar. Y, 1999, P: 59-60.

174



2019 —JsY) 22ell —35 alaall — §iiad drala dlaa

b deal L

LNW aiocene SE o
> / -
%3 1124-25 .

3410 M2 yg524 1
| 190 4
115 ]

’ 126

LISAN Tell 'Ubeidiya o
FORMATION 5

oy s

Fi

5
= X
1S

'UBEIDIYA
FORMATION ~—

A |
32
=33 ¢
-m 4
P NAHARAYIM NI J
=34 FORMATION 240
=7 0 100 200 friatecs
o) 8 ™ Selow

sea level

Loasd 3141-5 Auida LUaE—(2¢4¢7) Aag¥) 5asaia 3141-1 (Ayanall alisa ¢ il 1(6) Jsill
Laa ) L5 5100 -9 (g8 -8 ALES Cialia6 (JSY)

" Bar. Y, 1994, P: 223.

175



ALl Dy pal) i) ans F olsall) Al

tdagd) i alga -2

Tacigia (g3 Ayl Aall) (8 a5l iagan plge dal g4 Jagl) S adise
8y0 U3l asSl) (s Cali€) A8 8 Ailally jexig ysill a0 (o Aadlsl) ddlaidl)
a2 (M. Van Loon) sl ol upyse gailsedl aldl 4y 11965 ale
4 Sondages iylas) hlud (R. Dornemann) olaiyss ss) Sy Caalil
Lalie G (ra L) Oy 3 Adaie el LSy # Uidall i cuslS o 5<0
Glsia (e Al ling 128 2xy all ((4)Adlall 5l U8 e jgame adls
aiilly el Jlae ] il ca g Ailaie & Jandly Wyt s Apaa s Ay pasy guu Ailidie
8 Le gaac (e ddlide Jabae (A 25m Ul Laige 150 ¢ iSH caling) )
Sites de plein-air Gl ¢lsel) 3 adlse ol (I IS o adlsa iy gyl
@l (e Jladl 4y Jayad 205 dimje s (oS 80 sl Unddia o oSl ddlaie JS55
Pelalai¥) 3L e Ll o) sially Gasially

~—r
o

Heluand)i s
° //
Aleppo \
)
olatamné El Kowm ©\&™"™ /

rarmachi © \O Khattab O

Palmyra

SYRIA

Beirut -0 Yabrud
Bor Qinnarit© | mDamascus
Joub Janine Il a4 e e " ¥
i //\ §o? ( .Ld.;.unmuml
Evron Quany fo 0Gesher Benot Ya'aqov .~ \ s O
; e \ P P T
Tabun o/f- Be:dry\a /// \ N Angel_ "__ ¥
J T \ ., 0:«""‘..7‘._ .‘
™ Azraq /'k\~ P SN
Jerusalem o e Vdchedean Mode2) A
Bizat Ruhama o ot Amman e QOKoWE  (NO0E 1) we—— +
- L < ~
Umm Qatafa \\ =00
\' \ N

=2

3 5 o sl (sa 1(4) Aylad)

U'Bar. Y, 1994, P: 233.
¥ Boeda. E; Muhesen. S, 1993, P: 47-49
3~ Wegmuller. F, 2015, P: 597.

176



b dead .2 2019 ~J¥! 22all =35 alaall — 3ied daals Alas

Ll 0 20 Gamy sl Sl 08 (e Sin sle 5 54 dagll i e85 o)
O ) LGiey calad Ayl 4] )l laae diay i IS5 4 colipdall Coyels
I Ol A ) Veay o) jeas LA jeanl) (o itial i ¢ sile
(7)JSi .G sansll (2115 @lidall) sl (e Lpad) culagdall 8 Lgle i
B Ay 8 Lele 3100 500 J) ol L Lol culadal) culac|

Ll agd) i aise oo Liall cilialall b Lggle e A dgpaall ) Sliss
sl cial dpaa JI (e de sian aladind BT lgaary Jead Al LUASIS ol
skl s23s3% sy «Chpping —tool s Chopper dakslall sl ¢adlsall e
les e ¢ e La 2318 culihall cuilSy 3l U5 e cilgals (Polyhedron
sasie Jia caladinds el HUT Jaad 8yin dpaa J€ e degiias clpl e
DU Jas Y LSty <Hammer  Stone dgyaal) 48,h4ly (Polyhedron skl
291 08 R (pde 1.2 gy La 583 23—18 e cliahall cuafy L i i
.(8) s

1
g 1 i Chronologie
3 40'000 ans
) —_—
LEVALLOISO-MOUSTERIEN
Restes humains.
4
s
‘:s
["TA 120°000 ans
[ sna
4L HummALEN 220000 ans
YABROUDIEN 350'000 ans

600°000 ans
ACHEULEO-

i Tayaciem
& i 1 million d'années
fiﬁ OLDOWAYEN

HUMMAL (Syrie centrale) stratigraphie

Slagh s adise cilish 1(7) Jsi

I“ Le Tensorer. J. M, 2008, P: 39-42.
> Le Tensorer. J. M, 2015. P: 592.
> Wegmuller. F, 2015, P: 598.

177



ALl Dy pal) i) ans F olsall) Al

JSagd sy adisa (e adalsill 1(8) Jsl

el e dga -3

s a8 e ity eyt ) adleall Coal e il e pdise 3y
cosll Agf Jlaki oS 3 aay o aly e la po il ppa 3 s cdyysad) A0l
Ll 3 1980 ale Aoy i€l (Jagl) i adises ape 5 Cpm Adlusal) Jaws iy
<9 o)l aat algall Jalag pmmnay JElag puilin (e JS 4 a8 (53 usall
Lewdll @iy ¢ Ao e S ¢ e gl (e 1Jia charata olanly (s
2.0 e adge o Bl

" Wegmuller. , 2015, P: 605.
> Le Tensorer. J. M, et al, 2015, P: 583-585.

178



b aaaf Lo 2019 ~J¥! 22all =35 alaall — 3ied daals Alas

By Ciel 3San Wiy ASan Cinlie Ciedh; <1983 ple gsall mase e
byl Gallaily 2003 ale Choppers gl e Hie o iy OISl LUaill
Jean- Lysisis le o5 Bl Apsyg Ainy JoB 50 2008 ple L) 4
Agysad) Aa)¥) Ay ae il 3] <2010 ) @pein) Marie Le  Tensorer
smard) (e Ay Ab gk drie) Bae Jnii Al Ak 12 @l Dl e
Leie ¢(9) JSll 3101 800 e Lgd yie all L2 dddal) ) Vsuay Ayl
LAl ) s A Wa Sy (5595 (anl) (4w e siiadll Choppers aalssl)
2 ale 1.8 ol Le pas L2 Zaakl sy L (10) Jea ! sy

- Le Tensorer. J. M, 2015, P: 585-588.
Z Le Tensorer. J. M, 2015, P: 592.
% Le Tensorer. J. M, 2015, P: 585.

179



ALl Dy pal) i) ans F olsall) Al

1.3l ¢pe alse (e Choppers aklsé :(10) Jsid

Al

Sie Al A ) Ghas o) GLasy) Laa oLEN Sls dall 55l 40k ()
Lnlad s CpaBY) (pe JS <05 (V) n Aplady) LSy i e Led
&b el allall oladf olails Audl (e LDl AN Byagll Cilage Giyha (8 Ay
i) sl A e e a8V G Legailse ()60 g gyl o Lo

spall andy oLl DU 3 V) s A pee A 28] o o)1 A o
A sy cdadd Al sV Ay DA (e Wagas 28T 20 Z8EN s3a g iyl
e Ailie Anlad] Apalie JSLa (e el GLES) o GraliY) (e S adlse 5135
8 sl 13y i) sl e e A8 s3 gl sadlall Apaall i)
S gilye ol s a UK olaall Aaaly e el Biall 45 e i olsl¥)
Lt 4 clpgnll DA e il l saely adlse by By 50 culS oLl

- Le Tensorer. J. M, 2015, P: 590.

180



b deal Lo 2019 —J ) 23al) =35 alaall — e daals Aas

S 228 Slleall o3 iyl il cililae cipaly (olsal) A8 Kl Sl
e b 1.8 5 (rspil adise B Ak (ysale 2 () agmy o3 dalaidll 030 i lust)
Jis ale 1.2 6la) Jeglly i (ysile 1.6 5 1.2 o duanaalls Jadl)

Legi A aral) Caay dnalie JSLa (e elial GLES) (e adlsal) 518 (S
Ao ) das AW aluhall Glel o Gle ddhaiall w3 ) o)
elail slatl Aus a5l ol (e Jgb o (il sa el Aalal) Coaiia (L) ()
s o IS g Waialy Tades Willae | a8 (sligall adige (LS 135 callal)
o) (A o sl s Vls dnlagasel) Gl () T s Ll st
5 s lsasell Olast) o Apap (3 Hdal sale) Lide Cany QAL L gl ga el
BLAN Jale (e gl s Jalagasgd O () doady Aind) LN ol (e Ul
Glhalial G3llail ()5S 285 Al paial) dndig aldd) Oy (B Ghigialy 48, 8
sllanall gopylsilly Agyaall sl Al e oLy @lldg ¢ ualiY) 2 )la o5al
Sy ol A& ) cand Al dpaald) @l e Led e A0 clidall
s Appaal) Aol po i Al Apypas b ool wlge b i) Axglia aads
G o s Al o il Caand) 8 A5a Lgte o ls dgyaal) il
bl e 58S e Glaslaall (e )5S A8la) ) dnppal) 3y050d) 40l Caalia
Liagie culyiiny ALl o) oda Ay aexs of e oolpalV) 486 jlam) 350a8
Neaplis ddhidl 8 dgaall leluall Julid mua s

I Le Tensorer. J. M, 2015, P: 592.

181



ALl Dy pal) i) ans F olsall) Al

hyia¥ly Lauall galal
Al bl
Syl 4nd 8 sl U8 Lo by caiad 350 ae cgrend) 23l aaal ol -1
21431 ¢(3)222]) esylall Ay al)
) cdyall 5y el b gyl Jd Le tule e deas aanl i u-2
21421¢(3)22=1)
Aadal) aalal)

1- Amirkhanov. H. A: "Research on Palaeolithic and Neolithic of
Hadramaut and Mahra". Arabian Archeology and Epigraphy 5, 1994.

2- Amirkhanov. H. A: "Cave AL-Guza the Multilayer Site of Oldowan"
in South Arabia, Moscow, 2008.

3- Bar. Y: "Lower Paleolithic Sites in South-Western Asia—Evidence for
out of Africa Movements". Anthropologie 37/1, 1999.

4- Bar. Y: "Prehistory of the Levant". Anthropolgie. 1980.

5- Bar. Y: "The Lower Palaeolithic of the Near East", Journal of World
Prehistory, Volume (8), No (3), 1994.

6- Boeda. E; Muhesen. S: "Umm el tlel (EL Koum Syrie) etude
preleminaire des industries lethique du paleolithique moyen et superieur
1991-1992", Cahiers de L euphrate, Paris, Vol (7), 1993.

7- Hours. F: "Le Paleolithique Inferieur de La Syrie et du Liban Le Point
de la Question En 1980", IN Prehistoire du levant, CNR. S, Paris, 1981.

8- Juris. Z; et al: "The Comprhesine Archaeological Survey Porgramm".
The second Preliminary on the southwestern Province, Atlal, Vol (5),
1981.

9- Le Tensorer. J. M: "LE Paleolithique Ancien de Syrie et L’Importance
du Golan Comme Voie de Passage Lors de L’Expansion des Premiers
Hommes Hors D’Afrique". IN THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES
OF AL-GOLAN, 2008.

182



b dead .2 2019 —Js¥) 232l =35 alaall = 35ed daals Alae

10- Le Tensorer. J. M; et all: "The Oldowan site Ain al Fil (El Kowm,
Syia) and the first human of the Syrian Desert." L'Anthropologie 119,
2015.

11- Norman. M; Whalen. W: "Early Pleistocene Migrations into Soudi
Arabia", Atlal (12), 1989.

12- Norman. M; Whalen. W; Davis. P; Peease. D.W: "Early Pleistocene
Migrations into Saudi Arabia", Atlal (12), 1989

13- Norman. M; Whalen. W; et all: "A Lower Pleistocene Site Near
Shuwayhitiyah in Northern Saudi Arabia", Atlal (10), op, cit, 1986.

14- Norman. M; Whalen. W; Glen. A. F: "The Oldowan in Arabia".
Adumatu9 , 2004.

15- Wegmuller. F: "The Lower Palaeolithic Assemblage of Layers 15-
18 (Unit G) at Hummal. An Exemplary Case Addressing the Problems
Placing Undated, Archaic — Looking Stone Tool Assemblages in the
Early and Lower Palaeolithic Record by Techno — Typological
Classification. L' Anthropologie 119, 2015.

183



