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Classifying the Needs of the Elderly
Dr. Ruba Mazid*™
Abstract

This research aims to study the classification of the needs of the
elderly people. The study followed the analytical descriptive method by
mapping out the research which dealt with elderly needs. The researcher
found that there is no unified classification of sociologists on the needs of
the elderly and there are many differences of opinion on their needs.
However, the researcher found that elderly needs were most frequently
divided into primary and secondary needs. Furthermore, needs were also
frequently classified into health needs, social needs, economic needs and
psychological needs. The research recommends the necessity and
importance of classifying the needs of the elderly in order to activate,
amend and restructure the laws and legislations pertaining to the elderly,
from social, health and economic insurance to provide physical, health
and social security to ensure a decent living for the elderly.

Keywords: elderly needs, primary needs, secondary needs, health
needs, social needs, economical needs and psychological needs

** Damascus University, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Department of Sociology
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1- Lenore Epestein, Income of the Aged in 1962: First Findings of the
1963 Survey of the Aged, from Social Security Bulletin, Vol. 51, No. 3
(released March 1988) by Lenore A. Epstein
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