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The Story of the ‘Orphan Tales’
in the Arabian Nights
between Antoine Galland and Hanna Diyab

Dr. Abdul Nabi Isstaif™*
Abstract

There is a consensus among eastern and western scholars that the most
popular tales of the Arabian Nights are ‘Sinbad the Sailor’, ‘Aladdin and
the Magic Lamp’, and ‘Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves’. While the first
tale was behind Antoine Galland’s sustained effort to acquire the original
copy of the Nights, the other two tales were not found in any written
form. Hence, they were known as the ‘Orphan Tales’.

Drawing on both Galland’s Diaries and Hanna Diyab’s Journey
from Aleppo to Paris, as well as other recent secondary materials, this
paper tries to reveal the mystery of these tales, and to demonstrate that
they were invented by Hanna Diyab, who was their real author. Rather
than acknowledging his debt to Diyab in acquiring these tales, Galland
conspired to get rid of him and managed to send him back to Aleppo
empty handed.

** Damascus University, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Department of Arabic Language
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Mahadi, Muhsin, The Thousand and One Nights (Brill, Leiden, 1995), Pp: 11-49.
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Ali, Muhsin Jassim, Scheherazade in England: A Study of Nineteenth-Century English
Criticism of the Arabian Nights (Three Continents Press, Washington, 1981).
Caracciolo, Peter L. (Editor), The Arabian Nights in English Literature: Studies in the
Reception of the Thousand and One Nights into British Culture (Macmillan Basingstoke;
St Martin’s Press, New York, 1988).
Hovannisian, Richard and Sabbagh, Georges (editors), The Thousand and One Nights in
Arabic Literature and Society (Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1989).
Pinault, David, Story-Telling Techniques in the Arabian Nights (Brill, Leiden, 1992).
Ghazoul, Ferial, Nocturnal Poetics: The Arabian Nights in Comparative Context.
(American University in Cairo Press, Cairo, 1996).
Irwin, Robert, The Arabian Nights: A Companion (Tauris Park Paperback, London, 2004).
Yamanaka, Yuriko and Nishio, Tetsuo (Editors), The Arabian Nights and Orientalism:
Perspectives from East and West, (I. B. Tauris, London and New York, 2006).
Marzolph, Ulrich, (Editor), The Arabian Nights in Transnational Perspective (Wayne
State University Press, Detroit, 2007).
Makdisi, Saree and Nussbaum, Felicity, (Editors), The Arabian Nights in Historical
Context: Between East and West, Edited, (Oxford University Press Oxford, 2008).
Warner, Marina, Stranger Magic: Charmed States and the Arabian Nights (Harvard UP,
2012).
Horta, Paulo Lemos, Marvellous Thieves: Secret Authors of the Arabian Nights (Harvard
University Press, Cambridge, Ma. and London, 2016).
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Irwin, Robert, “The Arabian Nights in Film Adaptations”, in: The Arabian Nights
Encyclopedia, by Marzolph, Ulrich and van Leeuwen, Richard, with the collaboration of
Wassouf, Hassan, (A B C, Clio, Santa Barbara, California and Oxford, England, 2004),
Vol. I, Pp: 22-25.
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