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Plant Decorations on Pottery
in the Half Culture Period in Syria

Dr.. May Hayek
Abstract

This research is concerned with the study of plant decorations that
were part of the main scene on some pottery vessels in the Chalcolithic
period in Syria. The research is concerned with studying the
representation of these plants by allied artists during the Halaf culture
period, discussing the patterns in which they appeared and the place of
their appearance and whether they were singularly or in conjunction with
other formations (animals and birds or geometric shapes), and trying to
interpret their symbols and their connotations, in order to answer several
questions, including : Did the oaths use plant decoration on pottery for its
connotations and meaning, or only admired its shape and aesthetics®

Keywords: Plant Decorations_ Pottery
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'Campbell,s. Alexandra Fletcher, 2010 Questioning the Halaf-Ubaid Transition, The
University of Chicago. pp70- 82

“Campbell Stuart. Rethinking Halaf Chronologies. In: Paléorient, 2007, vol. 33, n°1. pp.
103-136; doi: 10.3406/paleo.2007.5209
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3Eva Gabrieli, Anna Gémez-Bach, Jorg Becker and MiquelMolist (ed), II Workshop on
Late Neolithic Ceramics in Ancient Mesopotamia: pottery in context, Monografies del
MAC 1, Barcelona 2018, ISBN: 978-84-393-9750-2 (pag. 109-126)

“Cruells W, Nieuwenhuyse 0,2004. The Proto-Halaf period in Syria. New sites, new data.
In: Paléorient, vol. 30, n°1. pp. 47-68.
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5C0peland, F. Hours:1987, The Halafians, their predecessors and their contemp oraries in
Northern Syria and the Levant: relative and absolute chronologies, ed. O. aurenche, J.Evin
F.Hours, Chronologies du proche Orient, Chronologies in the Near EAST, Relative
Chronologies and Absolute Chronology, 16,000-4000 B.P, Ser.379, Oxford et Lyon.
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®Campbell: 1992, The Halaf Period in Iraq, Old Sites and News, Biblar Vol.55/4,Pp.182-187
7Campbell, S : 1995, The Halaf Potery, ed. D.Baird, S. Campbell, T. Watkins, Vol. II,
Department of Archaeology, Occasional Paper 18, University of Edinburgh, Pp. 55-75.
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¥Davidson,T: 1977, Regional Variation within the Halaf Ceramic Tradition, these de
doctorat dactylographiee University d Edinbourg, p.60.

°Akkermans, P. : 1987, Tell Sabi Abyad: Preliminary Report on the 1986 Excavations,
Akkadica Vol. 52, Pp.10-28
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0Campbell, S. (2010). Understanding Symbols: Putting Meaning into the PaintedPottery
of Prehistoric Northern Mesopotamia. In D. Bolger & L. C. Maguire(eds.), Development
of Pre-State Communities in the Ancient Near East,(pp. 147-155). Oxford: Oxbow Books.
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Ue Mitre, M., & Nieuwenhuyse, O. (1996). The Prehistoric Pottery. In
P.M.M.G.Akkermans (ed.), Tell SabiAbyad The Late Neolithic Settlement: Report onthe
Excavations of the University of Amsterdam (1988) and the NationalMuseum of
Antiquities Leiden (1991-1993) in Syria, (Vol. I), (pp. 199-284).Leiden and Istanbul:
NederlandsHistorisch-Archaeologischlnstituut.

“Mallowan, M. E. L. (1936). The Excavations at Tall Chagar Bazar, and
anArchaeological Survey of the Habur Region, 1934-5. Iraq, 3(1), 1-59+61-85.
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3Schmidt, H. (1943). Tell Halaf I: Die prahistorischenFunde. Berlin: Walter Gruyter
14Nieuwenhuyse, 0. (2007). Plain and Painted Pottery: The Rise of Neolithic
CeramicStyles on the Syrian and Northern Mesopotamian Plains. Belgium:
BrepolsPublishers.

Becker, J., & Helms, T. (2013). A Halafian Ritual Deposit from Tell Tawila. Neo-
Lithics, 1(13), 24-35.
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de los primerosagricultores en el valle del Eufrates, Siria, (pp. 59-211). TOMO IL
Madrid: Ministerio de Educacién, Cultura y Deporte.

®Hole, F. (2017). Exploring the data: the pottery of Umm Qseir. In W. Cruells, I.
Mateiciucovd& O. Nieuwenhuyse (eds.), Painting Pots-Painting People:Late Neolithic
Ceramics in Ancient Mesopotamia, (pp. 186-200). Oxford:Oxbow Books.
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