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The relationship of the digital media and
communication audience to the standards and
dimensions of digital media literacy
(A survey of high school students in Damascus)

Dr. Loay Alziebi

Abstract

Digital medialiteracy is a renewed topic in modern society, and it attracts
the attention of specialists in the fields of media, communication and
education. It is considered a completely new field in the Syrian society.
Therefore, this research examined the relationship of the digital media
audience to the standards and dimensions of digital media literacyin a
survey applied study on 160 high school students in Damascus. The
importance of the study stems from its being the first research to study
the topic of digital media literacy, especially the Syrian public’s
relationship with it. As for the research objectives, they are summarized
by identifying the importance of digital media literacy, and to identify the
extent to which students' media and communication practices are
compatible with the standards and dimensions of digital media literacy.
The most prominent results of the research indicated that students' use of
digital technologies and means and their digital media and
communication practices are poorly compatible with the four academic
standards for digital media literacy, and that students *possession and use
of technologies and methods and their digital media and communication
practices correspond to medium degrees with the six dimensions of
digital media literacy, and that the level of students’ awareness for digital
media literacy, the level of their commitment to its principles ranges from
weak to medium degrees. Therefore, it is necessary for students to learn
digital media and communication literacy skills through a scientific
subject or a digital media literacy course, or integrating digital media
literacy into the curriculum or study plan.
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'Philippe Breton, le culte de I’Internet, une menace pour le lien social, Paris, la
découverte, 2000.p.9

*Philippe Breton, il g, p. 119.

* Philippe Breton, st &), p.16-17.

* Mike Ribble, (2012), Digital Citizenship for Educational change, National Educational
Technology Standards (ISTE), 48 (4).And, Mike Ribble, The Nine Elements of Digital
Citizenship, Digital Citizenship in Schools, Second Edition, International Society for
Technology in Education.
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5Smet, P. (2013). Media Education: A Qualitative Study of Media Education Awareness

Among Youths of Moscow University in Terms of National Academic Standards. Op. cit,

p. 1-41.

®Potter, W. James (2010-11-30). "The State of Media Literacy". Journal of Broadcasting
& Electronic Media. 54 (4): 675-696
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