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Bonaventure's illumination theory.
Yasser Murad™

Abstract
The attainment of a certain knowledge constituted an important concern for
philosophers and thinkers that contributed to influencing the formation of
their doctrines. The purpose of this research is to clarify the philosophical
and theological foundations which contributed to the formulation of the
concept of illumination by Bonaventure, and the foundations of a theory of
knowledge based on divine radiance. So the certain knowledge is subject to
the conditions (infallibility of the knower and the immutability of the subject
of knowledge) that are guaranteed only by the “higher truth” (God), and thus
the “higher truth” first becomes the basis of existence, because the divine
mind includes the ideals of all beings, and therefore the basis and standard of
knowledge, because it is the guarantor of true and reliable knowledge, and
the divine light that shines on the human mind, it enables it to perceive the

real existence and attain immutable knowledge.

Key words:Divine illumination, knowledge theory ,illumination, truth

and certainty

** Damascus University, Second Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Department of Philosophy.
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>~ Quinn, J. F.: The historical constitution of St. Bonaventure's Philosophy, Pontifical
Institute of Mediaeval Studies, Toronto. Canada, 1973, p.526.
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' - Bonaventure: Commentary on the Sentences (Book 1), d. 8, 1.1.q1.
2. Bonaventure: Commentary on the Sentences (Book one), d. 8, 1.1.q1.
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'- Bonaventure: Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ, II. Resp.; Speer, A.: The
Certainty and Scope of Knowledge: Bonaventure's Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of
Christ, in: Medieval Philosophy and Theology (Vol.3), University of Notre Dame Press,
1993, p. 45.
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2— Speer, A.: The Certainty and Scope of Knowledge: Bonaventure's Disputed Questions on
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3- Bonaventure: On the Reduction of Arts to Theology, Translation with Introduction and
Commentary by Zachary Hayes, Franciscan Institute, New York, 1996, p. 19.
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150.

- Matthews, G. B.: Augustinianism, in: The Cambridge History of Medieval Philosophy

(Vol. 1), edited by Rbert Pasnau, Cambridge University Press, UK, 2010, p. 88; Potts, T. C.:
Conscience in Medieval Philosophy, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1980, p. 35.
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' Bonaventure: Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ, p.59.
2~ Speer, A.: Bonaventure, in: A Companion to Philosophy in the Middle Ages, edited by
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