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The role and effectiveness of the United Nations
Security Council in light of the competition of

international powers: an analytical study
Abstract

As the United Nations approaches its 70th anniversary, the world is
going through the most severe accumulation of serious
international security failures in recent memory, challenging the
UN Security Council’s ability to address them effectively. Over the
past four years, crises in Libya, Syria and Ukraine have precipitated
a worrisome erosion of great power relations that has complicated
Security Council decision making on a number of trouble spots. Its
inability to devise consensus responses to the escalating civil war in
Syria has been particularly troubling, resulting in the regional spill
over into Iraq and the emergence of Islamic State as a new threat to
peace in the region and beyond. Meanwhile, the UN’s often under
equipped blue helmets have struggled to carry out ambitious
mandates while facing severe challenges in the Central African
Republic, Mali, South Sudan and elsewhere, only thinly papered
over by the international responses to date.

Keywords:Security, Council, Powers, Permanent 5, Challenges.
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