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The problem of political change in Algeria
Dr.Kreepsh Nabil
Department of Political Science / University of Jijel / Algeria

Abstract:
The article aims to study the crisis of political change from three Phases .
The first focuses on the crises of political legitimacy and democratic
postponement, as fundamental issues in analyzing the phenomenon of
power struggle through the dialectic between the concept of historical
legitimacy and institutional fragility from the beginning of statehood in 1962
to the stage of multi-partyism and the cessation of the electoral process in
the 1990s. While the second focuses on the question of the monopoly of
power in the post-terrorism and national reconciliation according to
considerations Political, social and security measures to prolong the life of
the regime and avoid the demands of political change brought about by the
revolutions of the Arab Spring through the mechanisms of buying social
peace and the justification of the various austerity policies. The third stage
focuses on the justification of rejection of political change in order to stay in
power, considering that the dimensions of conflict and representation and
the reasons for rejecting change before the end of Bouteflika's rule were not
confined to the problems of ambition and political struggle for the
succession of the president, but went beyond other factors to ensure the
protection of interests by supporting the extension of his term to a fifth term.
Keywords: political change, political legitimacy, political pluralism,
revolutionary legitimacy, democratic transition
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2019,Election Présidentielle Du 17 Avril 2014

(e4)Farid Alilat, « Députés Cherchent électeurs »,Jeune Afrique,N2937,du
23 au 29 avril 2017,p40-42.

(1+)Djamel Labidi , « Bourgeoizie d’Etat contre bourgeoisie privée »Le
Quotidien d’0Oran,24 aout 2017,p5-6.

(1Y)Tahar Mansour, « Votre gouvernement ne vous abondonnera jamais
»,El-Djazair.com ,N 103 ,janvier207,p8-12.
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List of Sources and reference:

i. His reign lasted from April 1999 to April 2, 2019 after his resignation
following the popular rejection of his candidacy to a fifth presidential term and
demanding the removal and trial of all symbols of his political system due to
financial and political corruption, and thus the popular movement that began on
February 22, 2019 He has ended his 2(0-year sentence and after trying to
extend it for another five years. Note that the candidacy for the fifth term was in
February 2019, the withdrawal from the candidacy and the postponement of the

presidential elections scheduled for April 2019 was in March 2019.
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the Algerian Reality through Historical Issues and Concepts, | 1, Beirut, Dar Al-
Gharb Al-Islami, 2000, p. 178.

iii. Issues of the concept of political power are usually related to the issue of
the ability to influence for people or events through the use of a set of means
of persuasion and coercion in order to direct behavior and achieve goals and
objectives and secure obedience. For more see:

iv. Lahouari addi, Etat et pouvoir approche méthodologique, alger, office des
publications universitaires, P16-30

v. Hassan Melhem, Social Analysis of the Authority, Algeria, Dahlab
Publications, (DCT), pp. 234-235.

vi. Khamis Hizam Waly, The Problem of Legitimacy in Arab Political Systems
with Reference to the Algeria Experience, Beirut, Center for Arab Unity Studies,
2008, p. 23.

vii. Hassan Melhem, ibid., Pp. 44-45

viii. Thamer Kamel, The State in the Arab World at the Gateway to the Third
Millennium, Baghdad, House of Wisdom, 2001, pp. 168-175.

ix. Hassan Melhem, ibid., P. 68

X. Azmi Bishara, “On Revolution and Capability of the Revolution,” Series
(Studies and Research Papers), Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
Doha Institute, 2011, pp. 71-72.

xi. Belkacem Bougara, From Eastern Tyranny to the New World Order (The
Social History of Algeria under the Microscope), 2nd edition, Algeria, University
Press Office, 2008, p. 206.

xii. Ahmad Nassouri, “The Political System and the Debate of Legitimacy and
Legitimacy”, Damascus Journal of Economic and Legal Sciences, Volume 24,
Second Issue, 2008, pp. 381-384.

xiii. Andreas Veer Akeh, Bernd Mayrhofer, Franz Kohut, Atlas of Political

Science, translation by Sami Abuaihi, Beirut, Eastern Library, 2012, p. 85.
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XV.

Xvi.

Xvii.

Xviii.

Thanaa Fouad, Mechanisms of Democratic Change in the Arab World,
Beirut, Center for Arab Unity Studies, 2004, p. 67.

Khamis Hizam Waly, ibid., Pp. 43-47

Hassanein Tawfig Ibrahim, Arab Political Systems Modern Trends in Their
Study, Beirut, Center for Arab Unity Studies, 2005, pp. 90-99.

The goals of the national liberation revolution are to achieve national
independence and establish a social democratic state within the framework of
Islamic principles and respect for all fundamental freedoms without ethnic or
religious discrimination in addition to achieving North Africa’s unity in its natural
Arab and Islamic framework as this revolution is distinguished by being not
class and has not produced a result Political and partisan consensus and that
joining it was from various social groups and political formations .... See / Fadli
Idris, FLN Party Title Revolution and Country Guide November 1954-2004,
Algeria, University Press Office 2004, pp. 87-91.

Among the advantages of this stage: defining the unity of the goal in
achieving independence and establishing a democratic and social republic and
condemning the interests and ideology of inclusion, the creation of a National
Revolution Council and a coordination and implementation committee that in
1958 transformed into an interim government of the Algerian Republic of
GPRA, in addition to the emergence of disputes and conflicts between
members due to the principle The primacy of the interior on the outside is la
primauté de l'intérieur sur I'éxtérieur and the politician over the military le primat
du politique sur le militaire, the weakness of the interim government and its
hidden struggle with the chief of staff ... which led to the emergence of the
summer crisis of 1962 later. See, for example, Al-Amin Bar, Party plurality in
the experience of the national movement (1919-1962), Algeria, University

Press Office, 1998, p. 85 and beyond.
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XiX.

XX.

XXi.

XXii.

xxiii.

Gilbert Meynier. Histoire intérieure du FLN1954-196, Alger, casbah editions,
2003, p275 a suiv. et Leila Benammar Benmansour, La Crise de L’été 1962,
Alger,, 2011, p18 a suiv.

Some explain, for example, the relationship (emotional — mental) with public
institutions and properties in the concept of 'Beylek' inherited from the Turkish
era and its cultural ties to French colonialism ... See / Ashrayati Suleiman, the
Algerian historical and historical personality and cultural determinants, Algeria,
Publications Board University, 2002, pp. 188-190.

The struggle for power in the stage of state consolidation after
independence led to the emergence of a unified regime characterized by a
presidential dictatorship and wide powers through a constitution constitution and
a interface of De Compromis Et De Facade (September 1963 constitution), a
sensitive period of power struggle and ideological differences between
supporters of democratic trends Liberalism, social (socialist) democracy, civil
and military tensions ... which lost the political legitimacy of the regime and
precipitated the coup d'état against it in 1965 in the name of revolutionary
legitimacy and state—building from the base Costruction De I'Etat par la Base
(Constitution of 1976). As for the stage of openness and pluralism, it resulted,
on its part, in the Constitution de Crise Crisis in February 1989 supporting
political liberalism and party pluralism in a transitional period Une Période
Transitoire extending from January 1992 until the issuance of a new
constitution in November 1996 ... For more about these constitutions and their
accompanying conditions See |/ Abdallah bougoufa, Le droit constitutionnel
histoire et constitutions de la république algerienne (La mémoires Historique—
Politique-Juridique), algerie, dar elhouda, 2008, P38asiuv(Y.) . .

Abdelkaer Yefsah, “L’armée et le pouvoir en algérie de 1962 a 1992, revue
du monde musulman et de la méditeranée, vol 65, N 1, 1992, p78-86.

See the reasons for the democratic transition and its failure factors at this

stage:
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xxiv. Madjid Benchikh, “Les obstacles au processus de démocratisation en
Algérie”, revue du monde musulman et de la méditerranée, V 65, N1,1992,
P107-114

xxv. Khaled chaib, bouteflika le president et son bilan le defi, 4 editions, Alger,
les editions elhikma, 2004, p70.

xxvi. Thanaa Fouad, ibid., Pp. 154-156

xxvii. Bashir Muhammad Al-Khadra, The Prophetic-Khulif Style in Arab Political
Leadership and Democracy, Beirut, Center for Arab Unity Studies, 2005, pp.
527-530.

xxviii. Gene Sharp, de la dictature a la democratie un cadre conceptual pour la
liberation, traduit de I’américain par Dora Atger, paris, I’harmattan, 2009, p62-
64.

xxix. Mostafa Hamissi, from Barbaros to Bouteflika, how do you rule Algeria?
Algeria, Dar Houma for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, 2011, pp. 416 and
beyond.

xxx. See | Interview with former President Al-Shazly bin Jadeed with Sofia
Journal of Asian Studies (Japanese) in Al-Khobar newspaper, No. 16/10/2012,
pp. 6-7.

xxxi. Omar Saduq, Political and Legal Opinions in Some Crisis Issues, Algeria,
University Press Office, 1995, p. 72.

xxxii. Ibid., P. 94

xxxiii. Fawzi Ousdik, Algerian Constitutional System and Institutional Expressions,
Algeria, University Press Office, 2008, p. 37.

xxxiv. Partial reforms included some formal, legal aspects with the aim of adapting
to the requirements of the new stage and extending the life of the system for
another period, such as amending the laws of political parties (Organic Law No.
12-12 of January 12, 2012) and associations (Law No. 12-12 of January 12,
2012) and the media (Organic Law No. 12-05 of January 12, 2012) and the
Electoral Law (Organic Law No. 12-01 of January 12, 2012), and the creation
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XXXV.

XXXVi.

XXXVii.

XXXViii.

of a national body to supervise and organize elections consisting of judges and
party representatives. In addition to promoting women's political rights,
organizing legislative and local elections in the same year, and changing some
of the figures affiliated with the system in many positions of responsibility, such
as ministers, governors, heads of parties, and ambassadors....

Because of the establishment of political parties (7 parties) before organizing
the 2012 legislation from the womb of old parties, such as the Amal Gathering
Algeria (Taj) party, which came from the Islamic Hamas movement and won
parliamentary seats in the legislative elections, and even became one of the
most important parties of the presidential coalition loyal to the authority,
accompanied by the movement The Algerian people, the National Change
Front, which subsequently merged with the Hamas movement, in addition to
establishing the Justice and Development Party led by Abdullah Jaballah and
other parties such as the Freedom and Justice Party, the Future Front, and the
New Generation Party .... and others. Note that the process of establishing
parties was frozen since 1999 and did not appear until after the events of the
Arab Spring, as soon as its establishment was restricted again until April 2019
after the resignation of President Bouteflika and the outbreak of a popular
political movement calling for a comprehensive change of all symbols of the
system and the announcement again of the adoption of national parties and
associations Others, and the same is true for independent trade union activity.

According to the Secretary General of the Workers' Party, Parliament of
2012 is fake and represents only 20 percent of the people and that most of its
members are businessmen and import barons (Al-Khobar, No. 11/11/2012, p.
2).

See, for example, what the former National Liberation Front leader Abdelaziz
Belkhadem said in: Al-Shorouk No. 13/11/2012, p. 5.

Taib Tizini, (The Questions of Arab National Democratic Reform: Syria as an

Example), The Arab Future, No. 318, August 2005, p. 83.
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XXXiX.

xl.

xli.

xlii.

xliii.

xliv.

See /| Kreibsh Nabil, “Some Conflicts and Harmony Concerning the Syrian
Crisis: The Position of Algeria and the Arab League as a Model”, African
Journal of Political Science, Volume 3, No. 1, 2014.

See [ The dialogue with the former Prime Minister, Ahmed bin Petour, in Al-
Khobar newspaper No. 10-12-2012, p. 2.

These programs came for the purpose of promoting economic and social
development, facing the challenges of unemployment, inflation, poverty and
improving the living conditions of the population, but despite the huge financial
sums allocated to them, they were unable to achieve the desired goals due to
corruption, lack of supervision, and a weak rate of exports outside of fuel (2%).
) The delay in the process of completing projects and the scarcity of real estate
... See [ Abd al-Rahman Toumi, Economic Reforms in Reality and Prospects,
Algeria, Dar Al-Khalduniyah for Publishing and Distribution, 2011, p. 206 and
beyond.

The state of economic and social deterioration emerges during this stage in
many aspects, such as low wages, high unemployment among young people
and certificate holders, weak economic growth, non-payment of loans and
taxes, as the volume of unpaid loans from the private sector in 2015 reached
about 100 billion As for the size of taxes, it reached 125 billion dollars (AI—
Shorouk, No. 3/31/2018, p. 3).

Al-Khobar, No. 9/9/2017, p. 15.

The financial aspects of the economic crisis are associated with many
factors such as the continuous decline in the size of the reserve reserve from
the hard currency, the high volume of parallel market funds (about 20 billion
dollars), the low value and nature of the national currency, in addition to the
deficit of the trade balance due to weak export revenues and high Volume of

imports.
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xlv.

xlvi.

xlvii.

xlviii.

xlix.

See [ Ali bin Muhammad, in: Ismail Al-Shatti (and others), Corruption and
Good Governance in the Arab Countries, Beirut, Center for Arab Unity Studies,
2006, p. 131.

Imad Sheikh Dawood, (Justice to achieve the interest of the general public),
in: Ismail Al-Shatti (and others), ibid., P. 165.

It can be pointed out here that the pressures of illegal immigration have
been linked to the deportations that affected thousands of African migrants
since 2015 towards their countries of origin, such as Niger, Guinea, and Mali,
while aspects of their treatment focused on the challenges that this
phenomenon has generated legally, security and development, such as
statistics, residence, work and transit ... and others.

Foreign interference is particularly represented by French and American
interference in the Sahel region, in addition to the many international
interventions that the country of Libya has known since the fall of Muammar Al-
Qaddafi's regime in 2011.

On security and military strategy at the border area, see, for example,
Abdennour Ben Antar, “Sécurité aux frontiéres: Portée et Limites de la stratégie
algériénne”, in: https: //anneemaghreb.revues.org/2712 Lang = en. . Note that
the strategy of security coordination in the border areas between the guarilla
states focuses only on the security and intelligence aspects, but also extends to
the developmental aspects and the encouragement of economic and
commercial exchanges and the movement of people, as happened recently with
Tunisia when the Tunisian border city 'Sakiyet Sidi Youssef' was provided with
Algerian gas at differential prices.

Because of the vast land borders (more than 6 thousand km) and marine
(1600 km) and the nature of the strategic location that links the country with a
group of European, Maghreb and African countries and requires more joint
cooperation for the development of border areas (9 regions and 58

municipalities) that represent More than 2% of the country’s area, mostly in the
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liv.

lvi.

south (about 93%), suffers from problems such as climate change,
underdevelopment, insecurity, and the flow of illegal immigration ... and others.
See: The creation and development of border areas is a national priority, the
basic components of the action plan for the preparation and development of
southern border regions, the National Agency for the Preparation and Attraction
of Territories. In: http://www.interieur.gov.dz/images/ANAAT.pdf.(

In the period 2014-2018, arms sales to Algeria increased by more than 7%,
according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute compared to
the period 2009-2013. Middle East imports increased by 87%, compared to
imports from the Americas, which fell to (-36%) and Europe. (-13%) and
Africa (6.5 (%. Note that 35% of arms imports were attributable to five
countries: Saudi Arabia, India, Egypt, Australia, and Algeria, while the major
arms exporting countries during this period are represented in five countries as
well: the states The United States, Russia, France, Germany and China.
Hitps://reliefweb.int/report/world/trends—international-arms—transfers-2018

See | The government's action plan to implement the President's program,
September / 2017: www.premier.ministre.gov.dz

youcef Benzatat, “qui gouverne I’Algérie”, le quotidien d’Oran, 24 aout
2017, p10

The President's speech in May 2012 about the end of the revolution
generation "Notre génération est finie" on the occasion of the celebration of the
memory of the historical events of May 8, 1945 in the state of Setif.

The state, according to former Prime Minister Ahmed bin Petour, lives a
state of liquefaction through five indicators: stagnation and ignorance, worship
of persons, corruption, limitation of decision-making in a number of people
instead of institutions, fragmentation of poles within the authority, (see dialogue
: Al-Khobar, 9/20/2017, p. 2).

See: (Al-Khobar, No. 19/19/2013, p. 4).
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Ilvii. The renewal and development of the discourse should be on a group of
levels as long as the discourse is nothing but a private and independent
exercise and a regular series of accidents in addition to being an arena for
reason, conflict, desire, a stage for investment and a space for spread and
influence .... See |/ Abdulaziz Al-Issawi. Michel Foucault, knowledge and
power. Beirut, 1st floor, University Foundation for Studies, Publishing and
Distribution, 1994, p. 22.

lviii. ZahirBenmostepha, “Comment L’argent sale est recyclé” in: http:
//www.liberte —algerie.com/ actualite

lix. Mohammed Hachemaoui, “La corruption politique en algérie: I’envers de
I’autoritarisme”, in: www.esprit.presse.fr.

Ix. Oversight bodies can achieve the principle of transparency and
accountability by activating the role of the Independent Committee for
Monitoring and Organizing Elections, the Accounting Council, the Supreme
Court, People's Oversight and Media Control, Parliamentary Inquiry Committees
... and others.

Ixi. Program Du Candidat Monsieur Abdelaziz Bouteflika 2014-2019, Election
Présidentielle Du 17 Avril 2014.

Ixii. Farid Alilat, «Députés Cherchent électeursy, Jeune Afrique, N2937, du 23
au 29 avril 2017, p40-42.

Ixili. Djamel Labidi, «<Bourgeoizie d’Etat contre bourgeoisie privée», Le Quotidien
d’Oran, 24 aout 2017, p5-6.

Ixiv. Tahar Mansour, “Votre gouvernement ne vous abondonnera jamais”, El-
Djazair.com, N 103, janvier207, p8-12.

Ixv. “Réformes politiques” Ou Verrouillage Supplémentaire de la société civile et

du champ politique? Une Analyze critique. in: www.algeria—watch.org/pdf.
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