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Goods Diversity and Geographical Concentration of the
Syrian Exports
to the States of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

Dr.Husseen Al-Fahel”
Ahid Kazala™

(Accepted 18/1/2005)

O ABSTRACT [O

Using Herfend-Hershmans indicator, this research aims at measuring the diversity of
the Syrian goods as well as measuring the geographical concentration of the Syria exports
according to the same indicator. It also aims at measuring the comparative advantages of
the export s during the past of three decades.

The research has come to a number of outcomes. The most important of which are:

1. The foodstuff export to the council states consists mostly of vegetables and fruits.
2. Geographically, the exports are concentrated mainly in Saudi Arabia.
3. The absence of the Gulf market with regard to the textile export.

The research also recommended that it is necessary to divesify exports to the gulf
states, concentrating on exporting the goods which have more addition values; seeking to
restore the Gulf market with regard to the textile exports, and finally reducing the obstacles
standing in the way of Syrian exports when they are sent to the council states especially
Saudi Arabia.

“Assistant Professor, Department of International Economic Relationship Faculty of Economic,
Damascus University, Damascus, Syria.
“Student Master, Department of international Economic Relationship, Faculty of Economic,
DamascusUniversity, Damascus, Syria.
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' Kheir Eldin, Hana (sept. 2001), "Economic Diversification: The case of Egypt 1970-2000." Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia. Epert Group Meeting on Economic Diversification in The Arab World.
Beirut.
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