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Rules of Origin and Settlement
Disputes in Pan-Arab Trade

Dr. Selman Othman”
(Accepted 19/2/2006)

O ABSTRACT O

The Arab countries are advancing, however slowly, towards establishment an Arab
economic bloc. The most important aspect of this progress is the project of the Grand Arab
Trade Free Area, which represents the simplest form of economic complementarities
among the Arab countries. It means the elimination of tariff barriers and administrative
restrictions on trade among the Arab countries. Pan—Arab trade among the Arab states
joining the Free Area represents 80% to 85% of the pan-Arab trade.

Starting out of the desire for simplifying commercial procedures and improving
efficiency in trade at Arab and world levels, and because of the necessity of preserving the
national interests of all the parties and limiting the disputes in the field of trade among
countries owing to the identity of the merchandise (or its country of origin), work is
directed towards consolidation of accepted commercial bases and principles. One of these
is the specification of the national origin of the merchandise, which is considered the axis
around which revolves the trade agreements regulating the right and obligation of each
party.

In this research, we are going to discuss the concept of certificates of origin, the rules
of origin, the procedures of issuing certificates of origin, and the implication for the pan—
Arab trade. The paper tries to offer some suggestions and solutions for the problems
related the rules of origin.

Keywords: Rules of Origin; Pan-Arab Trade.

"Assistant Professor, Department of Economic and Planning, Faculty of Economics, Tishreen
University, Lattakia, Syria.
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