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Challenges Facing Syrian Agriculture in the Frame of
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Dr. Adnan Sleman”

(Received 10 /12 /2006. Accepted 1/4/2007)

O ABSTRACT 0O

This research aims to analyze the expected positive and negative effects on the
Syrian agriculture sector in case Syria joins to the World Trade Organization. The Syrian
economy will face a number of requirements and challenges in relation to support of
related agricultural products, exportation, customs, and global market access. The global
market has both some negative and positive effects. The Syrian agriculture sector will earn
many direct and indirect benefits from that joining process. However, it needs adjustments
or modifications and changes in some of the present agricultural policies to enhance the
positive benefits and lessen the expected negative effects to a minimum. Moreover, joining
the World Trade Organization requires in the long term an inevitable change in the Syrian
agricultural strategy towards a balanced industrial-agriculture structure that produces
manufactured agriculture merchandise that is able to compete in the international markets
as an alternative to exporting raw material. This research is an attempt to read the Syrian
agriculture future in the light of these transformations.

Key Words: Syrian agriculture, Syrian economic, agriculture sector, agriculture policies,
agriculture strategy

Associate Professor, Department of Economics and Planning, Faculty of Economics, Damascus
University, Damascus, Syria.
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