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Turkish Water Projects on Euphrates
and Their Effects on Syria

Dr. Ismail Shaaban
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O ABSTRACT 0O

In the mid seventies of the 20™ century, Turkey started constructing several dams
on the Euphrates river, controling the amount of water, regardless of the Syrian interests.
GAP is seen as the most dangerous to both Syrian and Iraqi interests. GAP is
multifunctional. It comprises basic irrigation projects and electricity production.

Pertaining to Turkey, the project supplies water needed for irrigation in eastern and
southern lands, which make one fifth of the total Turkey. It also produces electricity and
helps to create new jobs required for the agricultural, industrial and service projects that
would be created in the area. Moreover, it will help Turkey to increase its fish production
in the new lakes that would be formed behind the dams.

As this project will guarantee Turkey great benefits and enhance its regional role, it
has certain negative effects on Syria. The decrease of the water level will have bad effects
on all Syrian irrigation, energy, environment projects.

Keywords: Water, the Euphrates River, G A P, Arab water security, Water projects,
Turkish international rivers.

“Professor, Faculty of Economics, Aleppo University, Allepo, Syria.
** Professor, Faculty of Law, Aleppo University, Aleppo, Syria.
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