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The Aims of Sustainable Development in Light of
(Local Agenda- 21):Analyzing The Ability of The Syrian
Local Authorities to Achieve it
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O ABSTRACT 0O

In Stockholm conference, 1972, and the Earth conferences that followed, the United
Nations stressed on the dialectic attachment between economic development and
environmental balance. In those conferences, Syria undertook to set national plans in the
field of sustainable environment and development called Local Agenda 2, the achievement
of which requires planning and development integrity, and the most important of which are
flexible and transparent cooperation and partnership among local administrative
governmental authorities and departments or regional and central ones, between the public
and private economic sectors and the civil society. In this research, and in order to answer
the important question on the ability of these authorities to achieve the goals of sustainable
development, the situation was analyzed at the institutional, legislative and financial levels
so that we have reached a number of conclusions and suggestions which guarantee the
activation of local authority function at different levels to achieve the desirable
developmental goals.

Key words: Sustainable development; local authorities; partnership
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