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Abstract:

The study aimed to clarify the conceptual explanations and the
theoretical rooting of the concept of the populist phenomenon. And
explore the political and cultural implications and connotations contained
in populist political discourse. And to stand on the foundations and
meanings on which the political populist discourse of Fatah and Hamas is
based, and to clarify its vocabulary. The importance of the study is to
reveal the dangers of populist discourse on the future of the Palestinian
liberation and development project. And the search for objective and
methodological alternatives to the Palestinian political discourse to
overcome the simplification and flatness that characterizes the current
Palestinian discourse. And be aware of the dangers of slipping into the
populist discourse and its dangerous effects on national unity and national
reconciliation. The study concluded that the Fatah and Hamas movements
contributed to a large extent in spreading a populist mood in the context
of the search for a liberating and developmental solution. The two
movements devoted a populist discourse claiming that each party affirms
its protection of the Palestinian national spirit, the defense of the
Palestinian national project, and theorizing of its options and alternatives,
which gave rise to a populist Palestinian discourse based on dualities and
conflicting encounters between oneself and the other. The partisan
rhetoric of both Fatah and Hamas reflected the dire consequences of the
"us" and "them" split. Their political rhetoric featured excessive
references to an enemy targeting them, distrust of political institutions,
marginalization of civil society initiatives, extreme polarization, a
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complete lack of consensus or the right spirit of party politics, and verbal
criminalization of political opponents.

Keywords: populism, political discourse, ideology, democracy, crises,
Palestinian movements.
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Institute for Global Change. 13 november 2018.
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" Hawkins, K. A, et al, Measuring Populist Discourse: The Global Populism Database,
Paper presented at EPSA Annual Conference in Belfast, UK, June 20-22 .2019.

‘ Stanley Ben, The thin ideology of populism, Journal of Political Ideologies,
Volume 13, Issue 1,2008. pp.95-110.
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Central and Eastern Europe, working papers, Institute for Public Affairs,
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' Jan Jagers ,Stefaan Walgrave, Populism as political communication style An
empirical study of political parties’ discourse in Belgium, European Journal of
Political Research, Volume46, Issue3, 2007. pp.319-345.
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"“Alessandro Nai, Fear and Loathing in Populist Campaigns? Comparing the

Communication Style of Populists and Non-populists in Elections Worldwide, Journal
of Political Marketing, Volume 20, 2021 - Issue 2, 2018 pp 219-250.

Kyle op.cit.

Abi-Hassan, Sahar, Populist Discourse and the Remaking of the Political

Opposition in Venezuela, Uruguayan Journal of Political Science , vol. 24, no 2,

Montevideo, 2015. pp. 29-48.
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2016. p p. 1539-1621.
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" Maurits J. Meijers, Andrej Zaslove, Measuring Populism in Political Parties:
Appraisal of a New Approach, Comparative Political Studies, Vol 54, Issue 2, 2021.
pp-372-407.
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and the Emergence of a Populist/Anti-Populist Political Divide in Italy (1994-2018),
Frontiers in Political Science, Volume 3, 2021.Pp.79-88.
"Iskander De Bruycker, Matthijs Rooduijn, The People’s Champions? Populist
Communication as a Contextually Dependent Political Strategy, Journalism & Mass
Communication Quarterly, Vol 98 Issue 3, 2021. pp.896-922.

° Herkman, op.cit, pp.147- 161
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" Kaltwasser, op.cit. Pp.470-487.

' Werner Wirth, ed, The appeal of populist ideas, strategies and styles:A theoretical
model and research design for analyzing populist political communication, National
Centre of Competence in Research (NCCR) Challenges to Democracy in the 21st
Century,Working Paper No. 88, Zurich,2016.
Joglle Stasiene, Populist discourse on political representation: a case study of anti-
establishment organizations in Lithuania, Baltic Journal of Political Science, No 5,
2016 pp-53-72.
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