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Mutual Impacts Between Trade and Environment
(an Analytical Study on Environmental Standards and
Access to Global Markets in Syria)

Dr. Habib Mahmoud”
Ayham Tuffaha™

(Received 24 / 1/ 2010. Accepted 30 /5 /2010)

O ABSTRACT 0O

The topics of trade and environment become raises great controversy with a lot of
research and studies, and in places of decision-making, especially in light of the increasing
liberalization of international trade, and increased flows of foreign direct investment and
international conventions on the one hand, and growing environmental problems in today's
world on the other. The focus of the controversy mainly through: the impact of trade on the
environment, and the impact of environmental standards on the movement of trade and
competitiveness.

The essence of the environmental issues related to trade is how to achieve a balance
between the need for development and preservation of the environment, which comes
through economic development policies take into account the environmental dimension of
sustainable development and achieve its various dimensions. Given the importance and
vitality of the subject of this research was to highlight the importance of studying the
relationship between trade and environment, and to study the importance of applying
environmental standards to facilitate the entry into force of Syrian products to global
markets, especially to the markets of the European Union and U.S. markets that apply
stricter environmental standards on imports from all countries.

Key words: Responsible trade, access to markets, environmental goods, environmental
services, environmental markets, eco-labeling, Environmental standards.

* Associate professor, Economy Department, Faculty of Economics, Damascus University, Syria.
** Postgraduate Student, Economy Department, Faculty of Economics, Damascus University, Syria.
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