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O ABSTRACT O

Tourism sector has become one of the most important pilings of national economy
in Syria, and it is the basic axis of services sector. The contribution of the economy of
tourism and travel reached (11.2%) of the GDP in 2008 which equals (5.13) billion dollar.
The tourists number who visited Syria reached (5.43) million tourists in 2008, and they
spent (199.4) billion SP with increasing (92%) than in 2005 (according WTO). This
developing in tourism sector is reflected in many economic and social sides, such as
increasing the governmental receipts and employing hundreds of thousands of workers.

Depending on the above-mentioned points, this paper has studied the economic and
social role of the Syrian tourism sector on macroeconomic level between (2003-2008), by
searching in the following issues that serve the goals of the subject:

- The difference in concept between tourism economy and tourism industry, and how
to increase their contribution in GDP.

- The Tourism exports and the role of tourism receipts in correcting the balance paid.

- The Tourism employment direct and indirect, and how to increase them in quality
and quantity.

- Results and recommendations.

Key words: Tourist economy, Tourist industry, Tourist exports, Tourist competitiveness,
Tourist balance.

* Associate professor, Economy Department, Faculty of Economics, Damascus University, Syria.
** Postgraduate Student, Economy Department, Faculty of Economics, Damascus University, Syria.
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