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Abstract

The American-Iranian relations have been characterized by
tensions since the arrival of the guardian jurist regime in Iran to
leadership in 1979, as it was considered a turning point not only in the
context of relations between the two countries, but also in the context of
Iranian relations with the West in general, and through the first and
second Gulf wars. This stage was coupled with the United States
imposing economic sanctions and severing diplomatic relations with Iran,
up to the beginning of the twenty-first century and the attacks of
September 11, 2001, which contributed to increasing tension between the
two countries after Iran's inclusion in the Axis of Evil states, despite
Tehran's official condemnation and rejection of these attacks. The reasons
for the disagreement between the two countries lie in Washington's fear
of a radical, theocratic regime that seeks to adopt an expansionist project
in the Arab region, by employing the sectarian factor, which contributes
the destabilization and regional imbalance of power in one of the most
important areas that threatens US national security, this is due to the
considerations of the region's strategic reserves of energy, in addition to
the presence of Israel. The importance of Iraq lies in this conflict, as it is
the gateway from which Iran can gain access to and influence in the
region, benefiting from the rapprochement and sectarian and cultural
homogeneity with large segments of the Iraqi society, in addition to the
mistakes of the American foreign policy and the failure of its strategy in
Iraq and the region, it is imperative that the American administration
maintain its military presence in Iraq to contain Iran and cut its arms
extending to Syria and Lebanon. On this basis, we can consider Iraq the
only loser in this difficult equation, and its field is prepared to settle
external accounts at the expense of its national interest.
Key Words: US-Iranian Dispute, Iranian influence in Iraq.
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