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Testing The Willingness to Pay (WTP) for Saving
The Aesthetic of Landscapes Using The Contingent Valuation
Method (CVM)- Deterioration of The Aesthetic of Landscapes
in The Region of Banias-

Dr. Raslan Khadour®
Thamar Ali Salman”™

(Received 12/10/2010. Accepted 16 /12 /2010)

O ABSTRACT 0O

Giving a value of the environment is a very hard task: Environment is a public
commodity. In order to overcome this challenge, The Contingent Valuation Method(CVM)
is used as a technique based on direct elicitation of these values from the stated
preferences of individuals. For the purposes of this research, this study has tested the
possibility of using this technique to assess the willingness to pay in the region of Banias
for saving the aesthetic of the landscape as an economic commodity that have a value
through measuring the stated preferences of them.

As a result of this research, 79.7% of the population have shown willingness to pay
for the aesthetic of the landscape, with arithmetic mean of willingness to pay WTP was
192.75 s.p annually per capita. Individuals translated this offer as a personal estimate of
monetary value given by them to the aesthetic of the landscapes taking into consideration
that this value is estimated and does not constitute a default real value for the aesthetic of
the landscape. This research has also shown that the willingness to pay is depending on
age, sex, educational level and the level of monthly income with a focus on the majority
who do not wish to pay are male, and from groups that are more rational, and a large
percentage of them have a university degree which is contrary to the great knowledge
shown by the members of the sample on the environmental problems in the region and the
impact of these problems on the quality of their lives and therefore their well-being.

Keywords: Contingent Valuation Method CVM, Willingness To Pay, WTP, The Total
Economic Value, Environmental Degradation, Environmental valuation Environmental
Economics, Banias, Syria.

“Professor, Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics, University of Damascus, Syria.
“Postgraduate Student, Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics, University of Damascus,
Syria.
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a. 22 cells (73.3%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum
expected count is .11.
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a. 20 cells (66.7%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum
expected count is .19.
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