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The Effect of Environmental Standards in The Eu on
Syria's Export of Raw Cotton and Cotton Based Textile
Products to The Eu

Dr. Maan Dayoub*
Majed Mohammad Mahfoud ™
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O ABSTRACT 0O

The case study for Syria estimates the impact of the existing Syrian ban on the use of
carcinogenic azo dyes on the production and export of textile products. Syria produces and
exports cotton, cotton yarns, cotton fabrics, and garments. The dying process in the
production of yarns and fabrics is one of the more pollution-intensive components of the
textile industry, mainly in terms of water effluents. In 1996, Syria banned the importation
(and de facto use) of carcinogenic azo dyes. While the ban has been enforced, the original
motive for the ban is not clear. The government could have taken the action to maintain
continued access for the country’s exports to the EU market, which banned the use of azo
dyes in about 1994, although there was no EU-wide azo dye ban in either 1994 or 1996. If
Syrian policy changed to maintain market access for exports to EU, this case study
provides a good example of how a product standard in an export market (azo free textiles
products) effectively becomes a process standard in the producing country.

Key Words: Environmental Standards, Competiveness, Environmental Regulations,
Import, Exports, Textile Product.
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