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O ABSTRACT 0O

The economic contribution of women is of great importance as it represents half of
the human resources and productivity, which is an important factor for economic
development in various economic sectors. Since the increased contribution of women in
economic activities will lead to higher rates of economic growth, it ,thus increases
employment opportunities available in the community.

In spite of the huge expenditure on women's education, programs formatted and
prepared for economic contribution, and development plans on the importance of the
positive roles of women, their economic contribution remains limited particularly in the
labor market, as the participation of women in the labor market is restricted to the
education sector. Also, women's participation in the health sector is low and it is perhaps
entirely lacking in most of other economic sectors. This confirms the weak contribution of
Iragi women to invest in economic activities. The lack of women's participation in
different economic activities, whether in the labor market or in commercial activities and
different economic resources, means to disable a large percentage of available economic
resources. It also indicates that women lack the ability to control their economic resources
and achieve independence and self-reliance to actively take part in economic activities.
Accordingly, we need to review their contribution and to expose the economic reality of
such issue highlighting the most important challenges that hinder their participation. We
will propose appropriate solutions to prevent such waste of our community resources and
enable women to participate actively and achieve economic independence so they can care
for themselves and their families in case of losing the house' breadwinner. This disruption
and this failure in women's roles will reflect negatively on the size of gross domestic
product. The research has found high rates of illiteracy and mortality among women
during the period of study. In addition to security, political and social challenges, women
also suffer from poverty and limited financial resources, which represent the first obstacle
in the face of women's empowerment.

Key words: economic empowerment, economic contribution, Human resources, security
challenges, the cultural content.

*Associate professor, Center for Market Research and Consumer Protection University of Baghdad, Baghdad,
Iraq.
* Assistant professor, Center for Market Research and Consumer Protection University of Baghdad, Baghdad,
Iraq.
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