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The Importance of Environmental Requirements for Syrian
Exports of fruit and vegetables to the European Union
(addressing environmental safety of food and packaging)

Dr. Maan Dayoub*
Majed Mahfoud™
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O ABSTRACT 0O

Syrian Exports of fruit and vegetables continue to face stringent Customs and Excise
procedures imposed by the European Union. Although the Euro-Mediterranean Economic
Partnership is expected to achieve major development in the ability to enter European
markets, this scenario is still subject to administrative and quantitative restrictions.
Although accessing those markets is necessary for export success, it is still not enough to
form sufficient understanding of the current marketing methods prevailing in the European
Union.

Some of the restrictions are linked to the implementation of health, phytosanitary and plant
quarantine laws in European countries which form a barrier, and non-customs restrictions
on agricultural imports.

The European Union requires fresh products like fruit and vegetables that comply
with health and phytosanitary regulations. Entering European markets can be an incentive
to encourage Syrian producers and exporters to adapt to the specifications required by the
modern distribution system followed in the European Union.

This study illustrates the challenges and opportunities arising from compliance with
these requirements and identifies measures required to reduce possible negative effects of
competitiveness related to the criteria of environment, health and safety.

Keywords: Competiveness, Environmental Regulations, Environmental Requirements,
Agricultural Exports, The Codex Alimentarius, Fruit and Vegetables, Phytosanitary and
Plant quarantine laws, Packaging Requirements, safety of food, Addressing Environmental
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