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Basic Principles for Preparing Multiple-Choice
Questions to Achieve Standardized Outcomes

Dr. Haidar Ahmad Abbas”
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O ABSTRACT O

The multiple-choice method is preferred by students and by educational institutions.
Yet, the application of this method is not problem-free, as exam results seem to be other
than the expectations and beyond normal results. Therefore, it's an important issue to
know how to avoid such problems.

In this research, we will offer an integrated methodology for designing multiple-
choice questions. We will analyze exam results depending on the structure model of the
exam. We will conduct scientific expectations, and use the statistical data of the random
trials by using software programs.

We will also define a set of rules that should be taken into account when setting
multiple-choice questions and refer to the open possibility for making multiple-choice
questions .

Key words: Multiple-choice method, programming languages, binomial distribution,
probabilities theory, experiments designing.

“Professor Assistant, Department of Applied Statistics, Faculty of Economics, University of Damascus, Syria.
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15]lofofl1]o 16
16 | 0 0 0 0
171 0 1 2 1
181 0 2 3 2
19| 2 3 4 3
20| 7 3 2 4
21| 7 6 7 6
22113 [10] 9 8
23 112 | 7 10 | 10
24 7 13 6 11
25| 8 10] 9 11
261 10 ] 14 | 11 11
27 | 7 10 ] 12 | 10
28 | 11 | 4 7 8
29 | 8 4 6 6
30 | 2 5 4 4
31 ] 2 2 3 3
32| 2 2 2 2
33 1 2 1 1
341 0 1 1 0
35 1 1 0 0
avr | 25 [25.1]24.9]125.25

Ul N @m 3 Joal)

Gulad e il il Jhal) (2 Jea

GO dady AU L 5ymsl) dasl) e la-a

S oekn o Mt Ldlaal 0sS A) aVD iy Cagas Al IS e 230 305 of B qay Y
idlsie E 3 sl S el Alatiuly Colat (gad Cage @lld Badle e S Sy (DU i
b Lty bl ehay Gl sl aattuing copaiedl (O e S 2 dal e i) il
il 138 (e )lad A gane @3 (ayed (4 Jsaall)
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culad Byl dyijgde ilii 4 Jgaal)

ansr | ex1 ex2 | ex3 | ex4 [ ex5 | ex6 | ex7 | ex8 ex9 | ex10 | Expct

1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0
2 0 2 0 1 1 1 2 0 1 0 1
3 4 8 4 5 4 7 7 5 5 6 4
4 18 11 7 9 11 12 14 9 14 11 13
5 28 28 20 24 28 29 29 40 36 37 30
6 47 71 48 54 50 67 65 43 54 66 55
7 79 79 91 85 98 74 89 78 88 93 87
8 118 | 130 [ 122 | 141 99 122 | 125 | 115 | 111 101 | 117

9 129 | 135 [ 142 | 121 [ 147 | 149 | 131 145 | 136 | 119 | 136
10 148 | 146 [ 146 | 123 | 143 | 139 | 133 | 140 138 | 144 [ 140
11 145 | 118 [ 146 | 130 [ 127 | 124 | 124 | 132 | 136 [ 111 | 127
12 104 | 108 [ 102 | 114 96 94 107 98 116 | 110 [ 103
13 69 64 59 91 83 73 68 79 59 84 75
14 58 57 46 46 47 47 44 51 42 52 50
15 22 18 36 24 27 29 30 35 36 26 30

16 18 14 14 18 22 17 18 13 15 22 16
17 6 8 8 6 10 8 7 8 6 14 8
18 3 2 6 4 1 5 2 6 7 3 4
19 1 1 0 2 5 3 4 1 0 0 2
20 2 0 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 1
21 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

sum | 1000 [ 1000 [ 1000 | 1000 | 1000 [ 1000 | 1000 | 1000 | 1000 | 1000 | 999
avr | 47.62 | 47.62 | 47.62|47.62 |47.62[47.62|47.62|47.62 | 47.62 |47.62|47.57

Jiaall e Ly Y Llpiall il diaca Gaant @3 Jlad) o 8 (4 Jsaall) 3 Dl Lo aaly
sie Jaadl 138 muals ([min, max] =[1,18]  guasd) (s hsane G @A (1 Jsaall 3252l i)
Cum iy o) ) sl o oLl cildly [min, max] =[1,21] L WS il alf ) (Dl axe 50l
se ol Jaadl 4 gl 8 oS colaill o3 aead A1 aall g8 dagaia Bla) o Jseaal) o gt
claill dspn il (oY Adlpdal)l CllaY) ciis o Cialiay ol 8ye il dpail) JISE ae) dpiSal) il
DAl 58 5 R 3iiat () ¢ il wisil) Jsn ST Bpmaiie dflpdall Sl UL (ol 028 )
[B3lApaill S s daa i

Caalai Uiy ol aanll (g5l L3S (e SBI Appat JS 8 LS sana 5] jlandl b laias
Gy Lyl elldy Gl (e Yoy 999 ady bl el ggane of and Cam ALl Alall LuSlee Als
tok LS 4 syl YL ) am (5 Jsaadl) Uaad) e jeda 38 oo Sl Lady . sl e golal) Uasl)

ansrs Gl Alad gkl Jlaay) — Binomial

.ansrs seall A 5)glaall el S il (e ey clUaill Allad 4kl 4paS) 5l alaall — Binomials

LANSTS Jgaal) 4 488 sal) daiill Liglue el a2e (55 s Gl DU aaal (gykaill £33 — Expet* 1000

.binomials* 1000 BUall aaxy 45 pae Jlaiad 4 ylaill 4uaS)ill aalaall = Expet* 1000

Excp* 1000 asesll A aill _oSJ5l ¢ genall — sUm(expct)
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e 43))sie il Gt Anaipal) UlaneY) Aliud dac) G

5 dsad
ansrs | Binomial | Binomials | expct*1000 | expcts*1000 | sum(expct) |  diff
0 0.00001 | 0.00001 0 0 0 0
1 0.00018 | 0.00019 0 0 0 0
2 0.00109 | 0.00129 1 1 1 0
3 0.00437 | 0.00566 4 6 5 1
4 0.01284 | 0.01850 13 18 18 0
5 0.02953 | 0.04803 30 48 48 0
6 0.05537 | 0.10340 55 103 103 0
7 0.08701 | 0.19041 87 190 190 0
8 0.11692 | 0.30733 117 307 307 0
9 0.13641 | 0.44374 136 444 443 1
10 | 0.13982 | 0.58356 140 584 583 1
11 | 0.12711 | 0.71067 127 711 710 1
12 | 0.10328 | 0.81394 103 814 813 1
13 | 0.07547 | 0.88941 75 889 888 1
14 | 0.04986 | 0.93928 50 939 938 1
15 | 0.02992 | 0.96920 30 969 968 1
16 | 0.01636 | 0.98556 16 986 984 2
17 | 0.00818 | 0.99374 8 994 992 2
18 | 0.00375 | 0.99749 4 997 996 1
19 | 0.00158 | 0.99907 2 999 998 1
20 | 0.00061 | 0.99968 1 1000 999 1
21 | 0.00022 | 0.99990 0 1000 999 1

Pl LS Cudly clla) EDE Gilsall landl 8 e Wadll el 5 Ji O 5 Jeaad) (3 aadl
Y ilye EDE)ALAMN ey e EDB penill e e aals € dal e 4 Y 0.00437 Jla!
ALl 2l (e diiy 5¢8 0.00566 525 binomials dseadl 8 4l jslaall SIl Jlaa¥) Wl (call 2ad)
2L sl ALaldl) ey Aaghyl Ayal) 8 adlgl) A el 553 (e Ay Aused 2al) o ZAIEN Agyall () oSid
Ased g Aagnall Clad il palaal oSE Sl € Lty dagms L g ST

Sy cAgyilall Ll shaaall as Akl Alall bl Jiaadl) el Wl bl sl Gl Lad Ll
(3 JSall ) A ex8,ex9,ex10 5yall ol Colaall bl Jially

il Al cladally Gladl bl sl Bl S caal 8 Agll clpaid) o Laadug
ST axdge sl 38 apie daally Jidiall omlpll adgl) of aas LS (@bl ddall e il gl of )
2]l s guas
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dadgiall Alall Loaf & LS5 Y1 Al calS B3I dail) by (i) gl e IS 19 sal) il
(bl adsill e IS 13 305) 131 bl sae alys Wl 17

Glhaall (aygai aayy (Bils Al drpall sasalld gyhaill a8l bl dilas (s HLEA) Gkl
Jal e @llig 6 Joaall e 5aY) Slaadl b e sa WS Zapal) il e Jeans Aplaal) dasall W)
Vsnal ed lere Aplaal iy Al Akl dedll Wl Sum(chi( (ex[i])) eyl gsanall Lhay Cum dpa S
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e Jal e dliae Aaladll o8 dedl) 030 (50 Wl Aliand) 2l pues o)) Cuag (Chiinv(0.05;22)=33.9

EDEN Colaill bl Ll Jhall gayei 5O JSEN Ay L (6 Jsaad) B Al Sl g A3ladl) ool
gkl Al Jaa ) dal)
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h v oA A Y Y IY IT YE Y YT Y YA Y9 Y. Y)Y YY YY YE Yo YT YV YA

Lilgde culad 400G ilis) L) Jiaadd 4 Jed

Gulal &35 <6 J )

ansr| ex1 | ex2 ex3 Expct

6 1 1 o] o]
7 0 1 0 1
8 3 5 10 3
9 10 1 6 8
10 | 12 20 16 16
11 31 30 32 29
12 | 39 45 51 46
13 | 88 67 74 68
14 | 96 85 89 90
151132 | 113 97 108
16 | 98 115 116 118
17 1 108 | 137 131 118
18 | 107 | 107 108 108
19 | 89 89 93 91
20 | 56 61 61 70
21 59 56 47 50
22 | 31 27 27 33
23 | 24 23 21 20
24 | 11 10 10 11
25 5 5 4 6
26 [o] 1 3 3
27 0 0 3 1
28 [o] 1 1 1
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Crobd AU L 5,08l alae) Nl

se o SleY) Ge 3Y) ae Al oda ehaY allh all say (Ol (e 4t daell ddind s
(7 dsall) e ylie w8l b Lady  Jaid U g8 i JS o 3Uanal) bl

ki ikl il By Lempan ek g8y aalaall 5aY) jland) b laaas 5,

asill Jiay Al 25 sanll Jsa laliie IS el 4df Laadlis Al Allad) Jiay sed i) 2gaall U
(AL ol 8 Dhliie ¢ ol Lain p=0=0.5 oY Lhliie JS5 L el sa5) - oaly)l

Jsaall 325l AaL Alal) e 4Bdlials led cllaY) gy dainy ) aill Jlae 55 &als o
i) b maal a5 ¢ [min, max] =[15,35] : L WS Jlaall clly (S a8 (olbin s de laiel=3
. [min, max] =[12,37] : L LS 4l

Ol Adlpde et Jde gili (7 Jgaad)

ansr exl ex2 ex3 ex4 ex5 ex6 ex7 ex8 ex9 ex10 |Expct
12 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
13 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
14 2 1 0 0 1 1 1 3 0 1 1
15 0 3 5 1 0 0 2 3 2 1 2
16 7 4 5 2 3 4 3 2 5 4 4
17 11 8 13 5 13 9 13 6 12 8 9
18 16 13 17 16 15 16 18 14 20 12 16

19 34 36 30 34 28 32 28 26 35 22 27
20 32 38 32 41 38 41 45 40 39 32 42
21 58 55 54 65 51 60 51 67 52 71 60
22 76 96 88 73 92 88 86 74 74 84 79
23 91 84 76 97 92 101 93 106 106 114 96
24 96 100 116 86 109 105 116 127 101 104 108
25 124 119 93 114 104 97 97 101 105 110 112
26 131 102 98 106 113 94 101 99 110 100 108
27 100 93 109 105 110 103 98 95 91 97 96
28 83 81 78 76 76 81 76 67 90 87 79
29 44 69 80 64 53 64 62 54 57 49 60
30 39 39 42 45 41 36 53 47 38 41 42
31 25 26 36 29 23 32 24 34 28 30 27

32 14 18 13 25 15 24 18 21 16 13 16
33 7 9 6 11 14 8 6 9 13 13 9
34 3 5 3 3 6 1 4 2 3 5 4
35 7 0 2 1 2 3 2 2 3 0 2
36 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 1 0 2 1
37 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

sum 1000 1000] 1000{ 1000] 1000 1000] 1000f{ 1000] 1000 1000] 1000
avr 38.46| 38.46] 38.46| 38.46| 38.46| 38.46| 38.46]| 38.46| 38.46| 38.46( 38.46

o il 4ald Al pial) Jomy cpnalil) (DU 3y Blety ey A AN e 1S an)y o) L 5
ol LS dgpns S

Experiment | ex] | ex2 | ex3 | ex4 | ex5 | ex6 | ex7 | ex8 | ex9 | ex10 | expct

Success 577 | 562 | 563 | 580 | 557 | 543 | 543 | 532 | 554 | 547 | 556
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