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SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANIZATION AS
A COUNTERBALANCE TO THE UNITED STATES
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O ABSTRACT O

According to the balance of power concept, nations tend to unite for
opposing hegemony. Therefore, for the leading position of the US and its
ability to project power globally, there should be an opposite and equal
reaction from the other emerging power centers. Since the collapse of the
USSR, the hegemonic position of the United States has been unchallenged.
However, there is a possibility that it might be counterbalanced in future by
the growing political influence of emerging powers, like Russia and China,
which have already succeeded in countering the US influence in some parts of
Eurasia through the mechanism known as the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO).

This study analyzes whether the SCO is an alliance directed against the
United States and whether it has a potential to become a counterweight to the
hegemony of the US. The results of this thesis research will show that the
SCO 1is a regional alliance intended to restrain the political and economic
influence of the United States in the post-soviet space.

Keywords : Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Central Asia, the balance of
power.
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