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The Effect of Foreign Trade Liberalization on the Trade
Balance of Agricultural Sector in Syria During the
Period (2001 —2010)
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O ABSTRACT O

The Theme Of this research mainly focuses on the effects of foreign trade
liberalization on the trade balance for agricultural sector in Syria , after conducting an
analytical study of the reality of this sector . And that’s due to its importance and its
Stature in the national economy, and its effective role in production , labor , and drive
economic growth , especially that the Syrian economy is classified in the agricultural
economies. As the new economic trend, and regional conventions between Syria and other
parties , and its accompanying procedures followed in order to cope with the foreign trade
liberalization data and open markets , may significantly effected the agricultural sector.

Where although it contributed to increase the size and rate of growth of Syrian
agricultural trade, but this increase is caused by an increase in the volume of agricultural
imports that exceeded the volume of agricultural exportrs, and that led to a defict in its
balance, after it has achieved larg surpluses for long period.

It was concluded from the study, that the process of foreign trade liberalization
carried in some of its aspects, negative effects on the Syrian agricultural sector, inparticular
the defict of its trare balance, instead of being

great motivation , to take its pioneering role in economy.

Keywords: Agricultural sector, Agriculttaral imports, Agricultural exports, Agricultural
trade, Agricultural trade balance, Agricultural domestic production.

* Professor, Department of Economics, Faculty of Economics, Damascus University, Damascus, Syria.
**Postgraduate Student, Department of Economics , Faculty of Economics, Damascus University,
Damascus, Syria.
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