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Historical development of the parties phenomenon
in Lebanon Types and features

Dr. Ahmed Nasori*
Yaser Samra™*

(Received 4 /3/2015. Accepted 27 / 4/ 2015)

O ABSTRACT 0O

Lebanon is characterized through history by political freedom and over vitality , and
diversity of forces , parties and organizations which alters from extreme right into extreme
left . All that made political status in Lebanon a unique one compared to other status in the
Arab surrounding , from the view point of exclusivity coming out of parliamentary
circumstances , sectarian diversity , increasing approaches towards moderation of political
forces which were legalized in the form of parties throughout specific historical stages .

Each sectarian entity has its party or parties , which is fortified by its sect facing the
other party and the state sometimes . Sect limits the sect and party against a party .

This research approaches , profoundly , the historical development of the parties
phenomenon in Lebanon and stages of its emergence during the basic periods through
which Lebanon have passed since the Ottoman epoch till the period of French occupation
and then the period are discussed , in addition to the most important features of the partisan
experience in Lebanon . The research came to that political regime has its great effect on
parties , as each political regime originates parties which comply with its form . Political
regime in Lebanon as it is considered a regime of individuals , families and sects , and the
traditional feudal and financial system , it originated a parties system which is similar to it
, very close to the sectarian texture of the Lebanon society , from the view point of
consecutive election laws , or the law of societies and parties , and the law of
administrative decentralization , and all do not contribute to the expansion of the parties
work area , but on the contrary this leads to the generation and regeneration of traditional
forces to the disadvantage of modern state institutions and parties are of them .

Political fragmentation is unable to monopolize privileges and it bears seeds of
imparity to its maximum limit, so that it transforms the mission of parties from organizing
and controlling society's disputes and it pushes towards extreme imparity , and it confines
political life in the sphere of instability and conflict.

Key words : Political freedom _ Parties phenomenon.

*Assistant professor, Department of International Relations, Faculty of political science, Damascus
university, Syria.
“*Postgraduate student, Department of International Relations, Faculty of political science, Damascus
university, Syria.
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