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0 ABSTRACT 0

The purpose of this research is to measure the level of voluntary disclosure among listed
corporations in Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange (ADX), and to investigate the impact of
firm characteristics on such disclosure. In order to achieve this purpose, data was
calculated from annual reports and websites during 2015. The dependent variable, the
voluntary disclosure, was measured using a set of disclosure indexes: general information,
strategy, governance, financial performance, non-financial information, outlook
information, employees, corporate social responsibility, environment responsibility, risk
management, customers and suppliers. This study examined three firm characteristics
which are: size, age, and sector type. EViews 8 program was used when analyzing the data
and a multiple regression model was used to estimate the model. The results showed that
firms are disclosing 39% of total voluntary disclosure items. Moreover, the regression
analysis showed that firm size has a positive and significant effect on the level of voluntary
disclosure, while firms in which work in banking sector and real estate sector are less
likely to disclose information voluntarily. Other variables has no significant effect.
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