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The Legal Qualification Of Promise In The International Law

Dr. Bassam Mahmoud Ahmad”
Ola Abd Al-Kareem Nourallah™

(Received 1/3/2021. Accepted 1/9/2021)

o ABSTRACT O

The forms of promises issued in the international community, especially from the major
countries and during the presidential elections. In the recent period, since the election of
Joe Biden as President of the United States of America, promises that he issued to
withdraw from the decisions of the previous US administration have spread. So, what is the
adaptation of international law to these promises?

The matter becomes more difficult due to the absence of clear international legal rules that
address the issue. Are promises in international relations only within the framework of
political actions or are they such as binding legal acts? Although adherence to the promise
is a moral obligation in its content, the state’s responsibility when fulfilling its promises is
not limited to moral responsibility. Rather, it is considered legally responsible for
compensation based on the principle of good faith according to the jurisprudence of the
international judiciary.

Keywords: International promise — consensual promise - unilateral promise — gentlemen's
agreement — political declaration — political statement — principle of good faith.
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15 See: Menshawy, Ibrahim, Unilateral acts and peremptory norms (Jus Cogens) in the international
law commission’s work, Review of Economics and Political Science, Emerald Publishing Limited 2019,
Vol. 4 No. 3, pp. 182-196, p 186-187-188-189.
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19 See: Reinhold, Steven, Good faith in international law, UCL journal law and jurisprudence,(2), 2013, p 40.
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20 See: Goodman, Camille, '""Acta Sunt Servanda? A Regime for Regulating the Unilateral Acts of
States at International Law'' ,AUYrBKkIntLaw 3, 25 Australian Year Book of International Law 43, an
research puplished on 2006, on the following

website: <http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/AUYrBkIntLaw/2006/3.html > Date of visit: 22\2\2021.
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