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Abstract:

Initially, environmental debt was seen as a tool aimed
at rebalancing the relationships between the North and the
South, Civil society and Southern countries demanded
financial compensation for the damages inflicted on their
environment and natural resources. Some actors attempted
to link this presumed environmental debt with the actual
financial debts burdening the budgets of developing
countries, claiming the right to compensation. However,
none of these demands received support from the
international ~ community,  Subsequently,  countries
introduced a more diplomatic approach, stating that this
environmental debt should not be seen as a synonymous
"fine" for the sins of Northern countries, but rather as a
redistribution of the development benefits gained by past
generations in favor of future generations. The
environmental debt was used as a basis to demand
assistance for sustainable development and to achieve
environmental justice in the distribution of the burdens of
environmental preservation and pollution control, in
accordance with international policies for managing
ecological systems. Additionally, it aimed to protect
indigenous populations by restoring their rights to their
lands, particularly their ability to participate in decision-
making processes that affect them.
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(1 )Ifaki Barcena Hinojal and Rosa Lago Aurrekoetxea, Ecological debt: an

integrating concept for socio-environmental change In The International Handbook

of Environmental Sociology, Second Edition, Edited by Michael R. Redclift and

Graham Woodgate, Printed and bound by MPG Books Group, UK, Published by
Edward Elgar Publishing Limited, 2010, P.150.
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(5 )Rikard Warlenius, Climate debt: the origins of a subversive misnomer,In

Climate Justice and the Economy, Social Mobilization, Knowledge and the

Political, Edited by Stefan Gaarsmand Jacobsen, First published by Routledge,

New York, 2018, P.24.
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(2 )Rikard Warlenius,Gregory Piece and others, Ecological Debt: History, meaning

and relevance environment justice, Ejolt rebort, No.18, 2015, P.15.
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(5) ICCD/COP(6)/11, 3 November 2003, p.15.
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(1) Paredis Erik , Op.cit.,p.21.
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(3) Clifford Villa, Nadia Ahmed and others, environmental justice: law, policy &
regulation ,second edition, Carolina Academic Press, 2009, p. 7.
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(4) Carmen G. Gonzalez, Environmental justice: Human Rights and the Global
South, Santa Clara Journal of International Law, Vol.13, Issuel, p.158.
(5) Ravi Rajan and Krista Harper, International Environmental Justice: Building the
Natural Assets of the World's Poor , Working Paper Serie Number 87, University
of Massachusetts Amherst,Philippines,2004 , p.5.
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(1) Bravo Elizabeth, Yéanez.Ivonne and others, Ecologia politica en la mitad del
mundo: luchas ecologistas y reflexiones sobre la naturaleza en el Ecuador,
Published by Universidad Politécnica Salesiana , 2017 ,p.45.
(2) Russi Daniela,Ventosa Ignasi&others, Deuda ecoldgica: ;Quién debe a quién?
,JJcaria Editorial,Spanish Edition, 2003, p.49.
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(5) Joan Martinez Alier, Environmental Justice and Economic Degrowth: An
Alliance between Two Movements, Capitalism Nature Socialism, Vol. 23,Issue 1,
2012, p.53.
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(2) United Nations, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development. A/RES/70/1, 2015.

(3) Norichika Kanie, Frank Biermann, Governing through Goals: Sustainable

Development Goals as Governance Innovation, MIT Press, Cambridge, 2017, p.93.
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Internationales, Vol.41, Issuel, 2010, p.59.

(5) Report on the United Nations conference on environment and development, 12

octobre 1992, A/CONF.151/26.
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