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Iraq’s Societal Security after 2003:
Challenges and Countering Strategies
Assistant Prof. Dr. Donia Jwad Mutleq

Baghdad University- Collage of Political Science
donia.col @ copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.igq

Abstract:

Societal security is regarded as a basic need for human society through which the
stability, progress and prosperity of the nation is measured. It is the guarantor of the
safety of individuals and groups from various internal and external dangers, based on
the protection of the three pillars: the individual, the family, and society.

For decades, Iraq has witnessed the phenomenon of political instability, represented
by its entry into several wars, starting with the 1948 war, leading up to the American
war on Iraq in 2003. Then, those wars were followed by an era in which corruption
and terrorism spread, and this, in turn, led to the fragmentation of the national will
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and the division of Iraqi public opinion regarding many regional and international
issues and positions, as well as the collapse of political infrastructure and the
emergence of many challenges that threaten Iraqi societal security and civil peace.

Keywords: Societal Security, Internal and External Challenges, Political Reform,

Good Governance.
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