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Iraqi foreign policy dealing with the Iraqi water security file
Turkey as a model

Assistant Prof. Basma K. Auqaty

basma.auqaty @ gmail.com

Assistant lecturer .Maryam Ali Ibrahim
maryam.ali @nahrainuniv.edu.iq

Abstract

This research aims to explain the Turkish water policy in the Tigris and Euphrates basin, the
most important projects and dams built on these two rivers and explain the effects of the water
problem on Iraqi water and food security. It also aims to find out the reason why Iraqi foreign
policy has not reached an elaborate method in dealing with this crisis and taking an effective
political decision to address it. This research relied on the analytical method and the descriptive
method.

The study concluded that Iraqi foreign policy was affected by the political change of 2003,
which was reflected in the shortcomings of its political performance in various international crises,
including the water crisis, where Iraqi foreign policy was below the level of ambition due to the
interference of internal and external factors affecting the decision-making process. Iraq has been
suffering from a water problem for years, as the Turkish water policy had negative repercussions
on the Iraqi economy.

The issue of water is a major source of tension and regional and international conflict in various
regions of the world, including the Middle East. The water file in Iraq is witnessing a security
problem and political confusion in managing its issue due to conflicts and disagreements between
the riparian countries, whether in each country’s share according to international agreements or in
each country’s management of the file separately without international coordination between them.
In our research, we will focus on the role of Iraqi foreign policy in managing the water crisis and its
position on Turkey’s water policy.

Key Words: Water security, Turkey, Iraq, Tigris, Euphrates, Iraqi foreign policy
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