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The sectarian problem and the crisis of building the state in
Iraq after 2003

Assistant Lecture: Saba Hamid Saleh
Mustansiriyah University - College of Political Sciences
saba.hameed @uomustansirivah.edu.ig

Abstract

The Iraqi state has been characterized by instability since its founding in
1921. A number of internal and external political and military events
contributed to its establishment. Britain had the largest role in establishing the
political system at that time and approving a positive constitution, an
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experience very similar to the experience of the political system in Britain.
With the rise of the anti-monarchy tendency in Iraq, it was completely
overthrown in a bloody military coup in 1958 to establish a political system
based on republican rule and with a totalitarian tendency that developed into a
dictatorship with the arrival of the Baath Party regime to power. Iraq
continued to suffer from a number of social and political problems that
prevented the proper building of the state.

Then came the formation of the first government after 2003 on sectarian
principles, meaning that the political system became based on sectarian
power-sharing. The decentralization system was also adopted in state
administration despite the immaturity of the political, social, and cultural
conditions for this, which led to political and social dispersion that put the
state and its authorities in a crisis.

Keywords: Sectarianism, State Building, Constitution, Instability, Iraq.
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