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Role of the Justice and Development Party in the political

Participation in the Kingdom of Morocco

Assistant Lecturer: Farah Kareem Madhi
Al-Nahrain University / College of Political Science
Farah.karim@nahrainuniv.edu.iq

Abstract:
Political parties have an important and prominent role in political participation
through their role within the authority in implementing its electoral program or their
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role in the opposition by monitoring the government’s actions. The roots of the
Justice and Development Party go back to the Popular Democratic Movement,
which boycotted political participation for two decades. However, in 1997, it
participated in the legislative elections and won 9 seats. It won 48 seats in 2002, and
46 seats in 2007.

After amending the Moroccan constitution in 2011, which included increasing
the powers of the government and reducing the powers of the royal institution, the
Justice and Development Party ranked first in two elections. It won 107 seats out of
395 in 2011 and was able to form a government headed by Abdelilah Benkirane.
This government was able to make several achievements at all levels despite the
challenges it faced. In the second parliamentary session, it won 125 seats and
formed a second government headed by Saadeddine Othmani. Then the party’s
popularity declined despite the achievements made by its government, as it lost
significantly in the 2021 elections, obtaining only 13 parliamentary seats.

Key Words: Political Parties, Political Participation, The Election, Morocco.
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