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National and Islamic parties - the crisis of governance : Iraq as
a Model

Husham Ezzulddin Majeed
University of Baghdad - College of Political Science
esham14 @copolicy.uobaghdad.edu.ig
Political parties in general are considered one of the most important
foundations of the democratic process because they open the way for the
existence of pluralism that allows for the presence of a sufficient number of
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competitors for power. Therefore, they contribute to the establishment of
general and private controls that regulate their work, otherwise there is no
point in having sham parties that are restricted in their movement. Political
parties formed the most prominent feature of political life in Iraq after 2003,
after decades of single-party dominance over political action. Iraq was widely
known for party pluralism, and pluralism opened a wide field for the
expression of different and diverse political opinions freely. Sometimes
without any restrictions, political parties proliferated in a very broad way,
taking advantage of the absence of a law regulating party life until 2015,
specifically when the Parties Law No. (36) of 2015 was issued. Therefore,
political parties (national and Islamic) are the most powerful and influential
party in reality. The Iraqi politician, from 2003 until the present, represented
and still represents a broad and complex map of forces and personalities that
played influential roles in political life, and national issues did not receive the
same amount of attention as sub-national issues, especially those issues
related to mobilization, sectarianism, and factionalism for this party or
another.

Keywords: Iraq, governance crisis, political parties, nationalism, Islam
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